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THE 


READER, > Tg 
D this ſhort enſuing Treatiſe, thou wilt 

perceive the ſubject of it, viz. The light 
of Chriſt in man, as the manifeſtation of God's 
love for man's happineſs. Now, foraſmuch' 
as this is the peculiar teſtimony and charac- 
teriſtick of the people called Quakers ; their 
preat fundamental in religion; that, by which 
they have been diſtinguiſhed from other pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity in their time, and to 
which they refer all people about faith, wor- 
ſhip, and practice, both in their miniſtry and 
writings: that as the ſingers ſhoot out of the + 
hand, and the branches from the body of the 


a 2 tree, 


THE EPISTLE 


tree, ſo true religion, in all the parts and ar- 


ticles of it, ſprings from this divine principle 


in man. And becauſe the prejudices of ſome 
are very great againſt this people and their 
way; and that others, who love their ſeriouſ- 
neſs, and commend their good life, are yet, 
through miſtakes, or want of inquiry, under 
jealouſy of their unſoundneſs in ſome points 
of faith; and that there are not a few, in all 
perſuaſions, who deſire earneſtly to know and 
enjoy God in that ſenſible manner this people - 
ſpeak of, and who ſeem to long after a ſtate 


of holineſs and acceptance with God; but are 


under doubts and deſpondings of their attain- 
ing it, from the want they find in themſelves 
of inward power to enable them, and are un- 
acquainted with this efficacious agent, which 


God hath given and appointed for their 
ſupply : | 


For theſe reaſons and motives, know, reader, 

1 have taken in hand to write this ſmall tract, 
of the nature and virtue of the light of Chriſt 
within 


TO THE READER. 


within, man; what, and where it is, and for 
what end; and therein, of the religion of the 
people called Quakers ; that, at the ſame time, 
all people may be informed of their true cha- 
racer, and what true religion is, and the 
way to it, in this age of high pretences, and 
as deep irreligion. That ſo the merciful viſi- 
tation of the God of light and love, more 
eſpecially to theſe nations, both immediately 
and inſtrumentally, for the promotion of piety 
(which is religion indeed), may no longer be 
neglected by the inhabitants thereof; but that 
they may come to ſee and ſay with heart and 
mouth, This is a diſpenſation of love and life 
from God to the world; and this poor people, 
that we have ſo much deſpiſed, and ſo often 
trod upon, and treated as the off-ſcouring of 
the earth, are the people of God, and children 
of the Moſt High. Bear with me, reader, 
I know what 1 ſay, and am not high-minded, 
but fear: for I write with humility towards 


God, though with confidence towards thee. 
Not 


THE EPISTLE 


Not that thou ſhouldeſt believe upon my au- 
thority, nothing leſs; for that is not to act 
upon knowledge, but truſt; but that thou 
ſhouldeſt try and approve what I write: for 
that is all I aſk; as well as all I need for thy 
conviction, and my own juſtification. The 
whole, indeed, being but a ſpiritual experi- 
ment upon the ſoul, and therefore ſeeks for 
no implicit credit, becauſe it is lelflevident to 


them chat will uprightly try it. 


And when thou, reader, ſhalt come to be 
acquainted with this principle, and the plain 
and happy teachings of it, thou wilt, with us, 
admire thou ſhouldeſt live ſo long a ſtranger to 
that, which was ſo near thee; and as much 
wonder that other folks ſhould be ſo blind as 
not to ſee it, as formerly thou thoughteſt us 
ſingular for obeying it. The day, I believe, 
is at hand, that will declare this with an un- 


controulable authority, becauſe it will be with 


an unqueſtionable evidence. 


I have 


TO THE READER» 


. have done, reader, with this preface, when 


L have told thee, firſt, That I have ſtated the 


principle, and opened, as God has enabled 
me, the nature and virtue of it in religion J 
wherein the common doctrines and articles of 
the Chriſtian religion, are delivered and im- 


proved; and about which, I have endeavoured 


to expreſs myſelf in plain and proper terms, 
and not in figurative, allegorical, or doubtful 
phraſes ; that ſo I may leave no room for an 
equivocal or double ſenſe ; but that the truth 
of the ſubject I treat upon, may appear eaſily 


and evidently to every common underſtand- 


ing. Next, I. have confirmed what I have 
writ, by ſcripture, reaſon, and the effects of 
it upon ſo great a people; whoſe uniform 
concurrence in the experience and practice 
thereof, through all times and ſufferings, ſince 
a people, challenge the notice and regard of 
every ſerious reader. Thirdly, I have written 
briefly, that ſo it might be every one's money 


and reading: and much in a little is beſt, 


when 


viii THE EPISTLE, &c. 
when we ſee daily that the richer people 
grow, the leſs money or time they have for 


God and religion: and perhaps thoſe chat 
would not buy a large book, may find in their 


| hearts to give away ſome of theſe for their 
] neighbours” good, being little and cheap. Be 
„ | ſerious, reader, be impartial, and then be as. 
inquiſitive as thou canſt; and that for thine 
. own ſoul, as well as the credit of this moſt 
[ miſunderſtood and abuſed people: and the 
| God and Father of lights and ſpirits ſo bleſs 
thine, in the peruſal of this ſhort treatiſe, that 
thou mayſt receive real benefit by it, to his 


—— — 


— — —— 


glory and thine own comfort: which is the 
deſire and end of him that wrote it; who is, 


in the bonds of Chriſtian charity, very much, 


and very ardently, 


Thy real Friend, 
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PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 
| REVIVED, &c. 175 


F. 1. Their fundamental Principle. . 2. The 
Nature of it. F. 3. Called by ſeveral Names: 
F. 4. They refer all to this, as to faith and 
Prattice, Miniſtry and n. 


5 I, HAT, which the people called 

| akers lay down, as a main fun- 
damental A religion, is this, That God, 
through Chriſt, hath placed a principle in 
every man, to inform him of his duty, and 
to enable him to do it ; and that thoſe who 
live up to this principle, are the people of 
God; and thoſe who live in diſobedience to 
it, are not God's people: whatever name they 
may bear, or profeſſion they may make of 
religion. This is their ancient, firſt, and 
ſtanding teſtimony : with this they began, 
and this they bore, and do bear, to the world: 


$ 2. By this principle, they underſtand 
ſomething that is divine; and though in man, 
* not of man, but of God; and that it came 
rom Him, and leads to Him all thoſe that 
will be led by it. 


A §. 3. There 


. 
— wa wt —— pg >, an, Ar" n * 


5 PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY REVIVED. 


„ 3+ There are divers ways of ſpeaking 

they have been led to uſe, by which they de- 

clare and expreſs what thus principle is: about 
which, I think fit to precaution the reader, viz. 

John i. 9. They call it the Eight of Chriſt within man, 
Tie. i 4 or, Light within, which is their ancient, and 
aa xv. moſt general and familiar phraſe : alſo the 
*Rom. viii. ® manifeſtation, or © appearance of Chriſt ; the 
-; „ witneſs of God; the © ſeed of God; the 
er Per i. 23. feed of the kingdom; ; 6 wiſdom ; the“ word 
Lahn de in the heart; the grace that appears to all 


at. xiii. 


19,23-, men; the * ſpirit given to every man to profit 
26, 21, 22, with ; ; the truth in the inward parts; the 
OY ſpiritual leaven, that leavens the whole lump 
» Deut.xxx. Of man: which are many of them figurative 


May” on 3. expreſſions, but all of them ſuch as the Holy 
. ns Ghoſt hath uſed, and which will be uſed in 
this treatile, as they are moſt frequently in 
1 Cor. xii. the writings and miniſtry of this people. But 
pm 13.6, that this variety and manner of expreſſion, 
Jake whe, „ may not occaſion any miſapprehenſion or 
"Mar. xiii. confuſion in the underſtanding of the reader, 
* I would have him know, that they always 
mean by theſe terms or denominations, not 
another, but the ſame principle, before men- 
tioned: which, as I ſaid, though it be in 
man, is not of man, but of God, and therefore 
divine: and one in itſelf, though diverſly ex- 
preffed by the holy men, according to the vari- 


ous manifeſtations and Nenn thereof. 
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F. 4. It is to this principle of light, life, 
and grace, that this people refer all: for they 
ſay, it is the great agent in religion; that, 
without which, there is noc onviction, fo no 
converſion, or regeneration; and conſequent- 
ly no entering into the kingdom of God. 
That is to fay, there can be no true fight of ſin, 
nor ſorrow for it, and therefore no forſaking 
or overcoming of it, or remiſſion or juſtifica- 
tion from it. A neceſſary and powerful prin- 
eiple indeed, when neither ſanctification nor 
juſtification, can be had without it. In ſhort, 
there is no becoming virtuous, holy, and good, 
without this principle; no acceptance with 
God, nor peace of ſoul, but through it. But, 
on the contrary, that the reaſon of ſo much 
irreligion among Chriftians, ſo much ſuper- 
ſtition inſtead of devotion, and ſo much pro- 
feſſion without enjoyment, and ſo little heart- 
reformation, is, becauſe people, in religion, 
overlook this principle, and leave it behind 
They will be religious without it, and 
Chriſtians without it, though this be the only 
means of making them ſo indeed. So natural 
is it to man, in his degenerate ſtate, to prefer 
ſacrifice before obedience, and to make prayers 
go for practice; and ſo flatter himfelf to hope, 
by ceremonial and bodily ſervice, to excuſe 
himſelf with God, from the ſtricter diſcipline 
of this principle in the ſoul, which leads man 
to take up the croſs, deny himſelf, and do that 
* A 2 which 
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which God requires of him : and that is every 
man's true religion, and every ſuch man 1s 
truly religious: that is, he is holy, humble, 
patient, meek, merciful, juſt, kind, and chari- 
table, which, they ſay, no man can make 
himſelf; but that this principle will make them 
all fo, who will embrace the convictions 
and teachings of it, being the root of all true 
religion in man, and- the good ſeed, from 
whence all good fruits proceed. To ſum up 
what they ſay upon the nature and virtue of 
it, as contents of that which follows, they 
declare that this principle 1s, firſt, Divine ; 
ſecondly, Univerſal ; thirdly, Efficacious : in 
that it gives man, 

Firſt, the knowledge of God, and of him- 
ſelf; and therein, a fn ght of his duty, and diſ- 
obedience to it. 

Secondly, it begets a true ſenſe and ſorrow 
for ſin, in thoſe who ſerioully regard the con- 
victions of it. 


Thirdly, it enables them to forſake ſin, and 
ſanctifies from it. 
Fourthly, it applies God's mercies, in Chriſt, 
for the forgiveneſs of ſins that are paſt, unto 
juſtification, upon ſuch ſincere reren and 
obedience. 

Fifthly, it gives to the faithful, perſeverance 


unto a perfect man, and the aſſurance of 
bleſſedneſs, world without end. 


To the truth of all which, they call in a 
threefold evidence: firſt, the ſcriptures, which 


give 
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give an ample witneſs, eſpecially thoſe of the 
new and better Teſtament. Secondly, the 
reaſonableneſs of it in itſelf. And, laſtly, a 
general experience, in great meaſure ; but par- 
ticularly their own, made credible by the good 
fruits they have brought forth, and the anſwer 
God has given to their miniſtry : which, to 
impartial obſervers, have commended the 
principle; and gives me occaſion to abſtract 
their hiſtory, in divers particulars, for a con- 
cluſion to this little treatiſe, | 


— W | * 
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C HAP. II. 


F. 1. The Evidence of Scripture for this Prin- 

ciple, John i. 4, 9. 3 2. [ts Divinity. 

8. 3. All Things created by it. F. 4. What 
it ts to Man, as to Salvation. | 


F. 1. T Shall begin with the evidence of the 

bleſſed Scriptures of Truth, for this 
divine principle, and that under the name of 
Light, the firſt and moſt common word, uſed 
by them, to expreſs and denominate this 
principle by, as well as moſt apt and proper 
in this dark ftate of the world, 
John i. 1, Tn the beginning was the word, 
and the word was with God, and the word © 
awas God, 72 oc: 
Verſe 3. All things were made by him. 

A 3 Verſe 
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Verſe 4. In him was life, and that life was 
the light of men. ofts T 10299 as a3 
Verſe 9. That was the true light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 


F. 2. I have begun with him, that began 
his hiſtory with him that was he beginning 
of the creation of God, the moſt beloved diſ- 
eiple, and longeſt liver of all the apoſtles; 
and 'he, that for excellent knowledge and 
wiſdom in heavenly things, is juſtly entitled 
John the Divine, He tells us, firſt, what he 
was in the beginning, viz. The Word. In 
the beginning was the word. 

And though that ſhews what the word muſt 
be, yet he adds and explains, that the word 
was with God, and the word was Gd; leſt 
any ſhould douht of the divinity of the word, 
or have lower thoughts of him than he de- 
ſerved. The word, then, is divine; and an 
apt term it is that the evangeliſt tiles him by, 
ſince it is ſo great an expreſſion of the wiſdom 
and power of God to men. = 


S8. 3. All things were made by him. If ſo, 
he wants no power. And if we were made 
by him, we muſt. be new made by him too, 
or we can never enjoy God. His power ſhews 
his dignity, and = nothing can be too hard 


for ſuch a ſufficiency. as made all things, and 
without which, nothing was made, that was 
made. 
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made. As man's maker muſt be his huſhand, 
ſo his Creator muſt be his redeemer alſo. ＋ Yo 
7. 4. In him was life, and the I ife war | 
he light of men. This is our point. The 

ee firſt begins with the nature and 
being of the word: from thence he deſcends 
to the works of the word: and laſtly, then 
he, tells us, what the word is, with reſpect ta 
man, above the reſt of the creation, viz. The 
word was life, and the life was the light of 
nen. The relation muſt be very near and 
intimate, when the very life of the word (that 
was with God, and was God) is the light of 
men: as if man were next to the word, and 
above all the reſt of his works, for it is not 

faid ſo of any other creature. 
Man cannot want light. then ; no not A 
divine. light : for if this be not Geige, that 
is the lie of the divine word, there can be 
no ſuch thing at all as divine or ſupernatural 
light and life. And the text does not only 
prove the divinity of the light, but the uni- 
| verfality of it alſo; becauſe man, mentioned in 
it, is mankind : which is yet more diſtinctly 
expreſſed in his ninth verſe; That was the true 
light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world; implying, that he that lighteth 
not mankind, is not that true light; and 
therefore John was not that light, but bore 
witneſs of him that was, who lighteth every 
man; to wit, the word that took fleſh: ſo 
A4 that 


_ 
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that both the divine nature, and univerſality, 


of the light of Chriſt ___ are confirmed. 
together, 


* © SS —_— — 2 2 : n;. a OS A - = * * 1 


CH A F. III. 


5 I. How this Scripture is wreſted, 8. 2. That it 
is a natural Light, F. 3. That it lighteth not 
all. F. 4. That it tis only the Doctrine and 
Life of I Chr] % when in the Fleſh. All an- 
 feered, and its Divinity and Univerſality 
froues, 


Ci. UT though there be io paſſage or 


propoſition. to be found in holy 
Scripture, in which mankind is more inte- 
reſted, or that is more clearly laid down by the 
Holy Ghoſt, than this I have produced, yet 
uct? D hath any place been more induſtriouſſy 
wreſted from its true and plain ſenſe : eſpeci- 
ally, ſince this people have laid any ſtreſs upon 
it, in defence of their teſtimony of the light 
within. Some will have it to be but a natu- 
ral light, or a part of man's nature, though 
it be the very life of the word, by which the 
world was made; and Wen e ia thoſe 
verſes which only concern his eternal power 


and Godhead. But, becauſe 1 would be un- 


derſtood, and treat of things with all plain- 
nels, I will open the terms of the objection 
as 
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as well as I can, and then give by anſwer 
to it. 


9. 2. If by natural, be meant a created 
thing, as man is, or any thing that is requiſite 
to the compolition of man, I deny it: the 
text is expreſsly againſt it; and ſays, the light 


with which man is lighted, is the fe of the 


word, which was with God, and was God. 
But if, by natural, is only intended that the 
light comes along with us into the world; or 
that we have it as ſure as we are born, or 
have nature, and is the light of our nature, of 


our minds and underſtandings, and is not the 


reſult of any revelation from without, as by 
angels or men; then we mean and intend the 
ſame thing. For it is natural to. man to have 
a ſupernatural light, and for the creature to 
be lighted by an uncreated light, as is the life 
of the creating word. And did people but 
conſider the conſtitution of man, it would 
conduce much to. preſerve or deliver them 
from any dilemma on this account. For man 
can no more be a light to his mind, than he 
is to his body: he has the capacity of ſeeing 
objects, when he has the help of light, but 
cannqt be light to himſelf, by which to ſee 
them. Wherefore, as the ſun in the firma- 
ment is the light of the body, and gives us 
diſcerning in our temporal or : ſo the life 
of the word is the glorious light and ſun of 
the ſoul : our intellectual luminary, that in- 

forms 
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and diſtinction 25301 thoſe things that more 


immediately concern our better, inward and 
chern man. 


But others will have this text read 
thus, not that, the word enlightens all man- 
kind, but, that all. who are enlightened, are 
enlightened by Him; thereby not only narrow- 
ing and abuſing the text, bur rendering God 
partial, and ſo ſevere to his creatures, as to 
leave the greateſt part of the world in dark- 

| neſs, without the means. or opportunity of 
| ſalvation ; though we are afſured from the 
Jun 4 Scriptures, that * all have light ; that Chriſt 
beds vii. 18 the light of the world, and that he © died 
2 Cor. v. for all; yea, the ungodly; and that God de- 
Jy 16 fires not the death of any, but rather that 
Tim. i. a. all ſhould repent, and come to the Knowledge 
23 (Tir, it. 27, of the truth, and be ſaved; and that the * grace 
j f of $9 has appeared to all men, &e. 


forms our mind, and gives us true judgment. 


— — — ny — 


4. There is a third ſort that will needs 
have 1 fo underſtood, not of any illumination by 
a divine light or ſpirit in man, but by the 
doctrine Chriſt preached, and the life, and 
example he lived, and led in the world; 
which yet neither reached the thouſandth part 
of mankind, nor can conſiſt with what the 
apoſtle John intends in the beginning of his 
hiſtory, which wholly relates to what Chriſt 
was before he took fleſh, or, at leaſt, What he 
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is to the ſoul, by his immediate inſhinings 
and influences. It is moſt true, Chriſt was, 
in a ſenſe, the light of the world, in that very 
appearance, and ſhined forth by his heayenly 
doctrine, many admirable miracles, and his 
ſelf-denying life and death: but {ill that hin- 
ders not, but that he was, and is, that ſpiri- 
tual light, which ſhineth, more or leſs, in the 


hearts of the ſons and daughters of men,. 


For as he was a light in his life and conver- 
ſation, he was only a light, in a more excel- 
lent ſenſe than he ſpoke. of to his diſciples, 
when he ſaid, Ye are the lights of the world, 
But Chriſt,” the word, enlightened them, and 
enlightens us, and enlightens all men that 
come into the world; which he could not 
be ſaid. to do, if we only regard his perſonal 
and outward appearance: for in that ſenſe, 
it is long ſince he was that light ; but in 
this, he is continually ſo, In that reſpect he 
is remote, but in this ſenſe is preſent and 
immediate ; elſe we ſhould render the text, 
That was the true light which did lighten, in- 
ſtead of wwhich lighteth, every man that cometh 
into the world. And that the evangeliſt might 
be ſo underſtood, as we ſpeak, he refers to 


this as an evidence of hie being the Meſſah, 


and not John ; for whom many people had 
much reverence; for verſe 8. he ſaith of 
John, he was not that light, but was ſent ta 
bear witneſs of” that light: now comes his 
proof and our teſtimony, That was the true 


light, 


1. 
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light, which lighteth every man that cometh in- 
to the world; which was not John, or any 
elſe, but the word that was with God, 
and was God, The evangeliſt did not de- 
ſcribe him by his faſting forty days, preach- 
ing ſo many ſermons, working ſo many mi- 
racles, and living ſo holy a life; and, after 
all, ſo patiently ſuffering death (which yet 

Chriſt did), thereby to prove him the-light 
of the world; but, ſays the evangeliſt, that 
was the true light, the word in fleſh, the 
Meffiah, and not John, or any elſe, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world. So that Chriſt is manifeſted and diſ- 
tinguiſhed by giving light: and indeed ſo are 
all his followers from other people, by re- 
ceiving and obeying it. There are many 
other Scriptures, of both Teſtaments, that re- 
fer to the light within, either OT; or 
implicitly; which for brevity's ſake, I ſhall 
wave reciting; but the Roy will find ſome 
directions in the margin, which will guide 
him to them. 


Pſalm xviii. 28. xxvii. I. xxxiv. 5. xxxvi. 9. exviii. 27. and cxix. 105. 


Prov. xiii. 9. XX, 20, 27. and xxiv. 20. Iſa. ii. 5. viii. 20. xlii. 6. and 
xlix. 6. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 1 John ii. 8. | 
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CHAP. IV. 


4 I. The Virtue of the Light within ; it grves 
at iſcerning. F. 2. It manifefts God. \. 3. 1t 
gives Life to the Soul. F. 4. It is the apoſto- 

tical Meſſage. F. 5. ObjeAtion anſwered about 
two Lights. F. 6. About natural and ſpiritual 

| Light; not two Darkneſſes within, therefore 
not two Lights within. F. 7. The Apoſtle 
| Fohn anſwers the i e fully: The Light 


the ſame, 1 John i ii. 8, 9. 

6. I. HE third thing, is the virtue and 

efficacy of this light, for the end 
for which God hath given it, viz. to lead and 
guide the ſoul of man to bleſſedneſs. In or- 
der to which, the firſt thing it does in and 
for man, is to give him a true ſight or diſ- 
cerning of himſelf: what he is, and what he 
does; that he may ſee and know his own 


condition, and what judgment to make of 


himſelf, with reſpe& to religion and a future 
ſtate : of which, let us hear what the word 
himſelf faith, that cannot err, as John relates 
it, chap. iii. 20, 21. For every one that doth 


evil, bateth the light, neither cometh to the 


light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved. But 
he that doth truth, cometh to the light, that his 
dreds may be made manifeſt, that they are 

| wrought 
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wrought i in God. A moſt pregnant inſtance 
of the virtue and authority of the light. Firſt, 
It is that which men ought to examine them- 
ſelves by. Secondly, It gives a true diſcerning 
betwixt good and bad ; he | is of God, from 
What is not of God, And laſtly, it is a judge; 
and condemneth or acquitteth, reproveth or 
comforteth the ſoul of man, as he tejes or 
obeys it. That muſt needs' be divine and 
efficacious, which is able to diſcover to man 
what is of God, from what is not of God; 
and which gives him a diſtinct knowledge, 
in himſelf, of what is wrought in God, from 
what is not wrought in God. By which it 
appears, that this place does not only regard 
the diſcovery of man and his My ; but, 
in ſome meaſure, it manifeſteth God, and lis 
works alſo, which is yet ſomething higher ; 
foraſmuch as it gives the obedient man a dil 
covery of what is wrought or performed by 
God's power, and after his will, from what 
is the mere workings of the creature of him- 
ſelf. If it could not manifeſt God, it could 
not tell man what was God's mind, nor give 
him ſuch a grounded ſenſe and diſcerning of 
the rife, nature, and tendency of the A 
ings of his mind or in ward man, as is both 
expreſſed, and abundantly implied, in this 
paſſage of our Saviour. And if it reveals 
God, to be ſure it manifeſts Chriſt, that flows 
and comes from God. Whos then would 
—_ or flight this * hoy 2 99m 
§. 2. But 
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F. 2. But that this light doth manifeſt 


God, is yet evident from Rom. i. 19. Becauſe 


that which may be known of God is mani- 


fe in men; for God hath fhewed it unto 
them. An univerſal propoſition; and we 


have the apoſtle's word for it, who was one 


of a thouſand, and inſpired on purpoſe to tell 
us the truth: let it then have, its due weight 
with us. If that which may be known of God, 
is manifeſt in men, the people called Quakers 
cannot, certainly, be out of the way in preach- 
ing up the light within, without which, no- 
thing can be manifeſted to the mind of man 


as faith the fame apoſtle to the Epheſians, 
MM batſoe ver doth make manifeſt, is light, Well rpb. v.14 


then may they call this light within, a mani- 
feſtation or appearance of God, that ſheweth 


in and to man, all that may be known of 
God. A paſſage much like unto this, is that 


of the prophet Micah, chap. vi. 8. God bath 
ſhewed thee, O man, what 1s good; and what 
deth the Lord require of 'thee, but to do juſtly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God? God hath ſhewed thee, O man! It is 
very  emphatical. But how hath he ſhewed 
him? Why, by his light in the conſcience, 
which the wicked rebel againſt, Job xxiv. 1 3. 
Who, for that cauſe, know not the ways, nor 
abide in the paths thereof: For its ways are 
ways of pleaſantmefs, and all its paths are peace, 
to them that obey It, 


$. 3. But 
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becomes eternal life to the ſoul : 
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$. 3. But the light giveth the light of liſe, 
which is eternal life, to them that receive and 
obey it. Thus ſays the bleſſed Saviour of the 


John vii. world, I am the light of the world, he that 
* Ffalloweth me 


Hall have the hight of liſe. 


ſhall not abide in darkneſs, but 
Now he is the 
light of the world, becauſe he lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world, and they 
that obey that light, obey him, and therefore 
have the light of life. That is, the light 
That as it is 
the life of the word, which is the light in 
man, ſo it becomes the life in man, through 
his obedience to it, as his heavenly light. 

$. 4. Furthermore, this light was the very 
ground of the apoſtolical meſſage, as the be- 


1 John i. loved diſciple aſſures us; T hrs then is the meſ- 


ſage, which we have heard of him, and declare 


unto you, that God is light, a in him 1s no 


darkneſs at all: If we ſay we have fellowſhip 


with him, and walk in darkneſs, we lie and 


do not the truth : but if we walk in the light, 


as he 1s in the light, we have fellowſhip one 


with another, and the blood of TFeſus Chriſt 
cleanſeth us from all fin. Which is ſo com- 
prehenſive of the virtue and excellency of the 
light, in reference to man, that there is little 
need that more ſhould be ſaid upon it; foraſ- 
much as, firſt, It reveals God, and that God 
himſelf is light ; ſecondly, It diſcovers dark- 
neſs from light, and that there is no fellowſhip 
between 


! U ! 
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between them; thirdly, That man ought to 
walk in the light ; fourthly, Thar it is the way 
to obtain forgiveneſs of lin, and ſanctification 
from it; fifthly, That it is the means to have 
peace and fellowſhip with God and his people: 
his true church, redeemed from the pollutions 
of the world. 


F. 5. Some perhaps may object, as indeed 
it hath been more than once objected upon us, 
That this is another light, not that light where- 
with every man is enlightened. But the ſame 
apoſtle, in his evangelical hiſtory, tells us, 
that in the word was life, and the life was the 
light of men; and that that very light, that was 
To life of the word, was the true light which 
lighteth 2 man that cometh into the world, 
John i. 4. 9. Where is there ſo plain a text 
to be found, againſt the ſufficiency, as well 
as univerſality, of the light within; or a 
plainer for any article of füth, in the whole 
book of God? Had the beloved diſciple in- 
tended two lights, in his evangelical hiſtory, 
and his epiſtles, to be ſure he would have 
noted to us his diſtinction: but we read of 
none; and by the properties aſcribed in each 
writing, we have reaſon to conclude he meant 
the ſame. 


8. 6. But if any ſhall yet object, That 


this is to be underſtood of 3 a ſpiritual light, 
and that ours is to be a | natural one, I ſhall 
£5 —_ 
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deſire them to do two things. Firſt, To prove 
that a natural light, as they phraſe it, doth 
manifeſt God, other than as I have before ex- 
plaitied and allowed; ſince whatever is part 
of man, in his conſtitution, but eſpecially in 
his degeneracy from God, is ſo far from 
yielding him the knowledge of God, that it 


cannot rightly reprove or diſcover that which 


offends him, without the light we ſpeak of ; 
and it is granted, that what we call divine, 
and ſome, miſtakenly, call natural light, can 
do both. Secondly, If this light be natural, 
notwithſtanding it doth manifeſt our duty, 
and reprove our diſobedience to God, they 
would do well to aſſign us ſome certain me- 
dium, or way, whereby we may truly diſcern 
and diſtinguiſh between the manifeſtations 
and reproofs of the natural light within, from 
thoſe of the divine light within, ſince they 
allow the manifeſtation of God, and reproof 
of evil, as well to the one, as to the other. 
Let them give us but one ſcripture, that diſ- 
tinguiſhes between a natural and a ſpiritual 
light within. They may, with as much rea- 


ſon, talk of a natural and ſpiritual darkneſs 
within. It is true, there is a natural proper 


darkneſs, to wit, the night of the outward 
world; and there is a ſpiritual darkneſs, viz. 
the. clouded and benighted underſtandings of 
men, through Jiſobedience to the light and 
Spirit of God: but let them aſſign us a third, 
if they dan. People ufe indeed to ſay, im- 
e TO properly, 
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properly, of blind men, they are dark; we 
may call a natural or idiot 7, if we will : 
but where is there another darkneſs of the 
underſtanding, in the things of God ? If they 
tan, I fay, find that, in and about the things 
of God, they do ſomething. 

Chrift diſtinguiſhed not between darkneſs 
and darkneſs, or light and light, in any ſuch 
ſenſe; nor did any of his diſciples: yet both 
have frequently ſpoken of darkneſs and light. 
What difference, pray, doth the ſcripture put 
between ſpiritual darkneſs, and darkneſs, men- 
tioned in theſe places, Luke i. 7, 9. Mat. iv. 16. 

ohn i. 5. iti. 19. viii. 12. 1 Theſſ. v. 4. 1 John 
6. Acts xxvi. 18. Rom. xii. 12. 2 Cox. vi. 14, 
22. Eph. v. 8. Col. i. 132 Upon the ſtricteſt 
compariſon of them, I And none. It is all 
one ſpiritual darkneſs. Neither is there fo 
much as one ſcripture, that affords us a diſ- 
tinction between light within, and light with- 
in ; or that there are really two liohes from 
| God in man, that regard religion. Peruſe 
Mat. iv. 16. Luke ii. 32. xv. 8. John i. 4, 

F., 7, 8, 9. iii. 19, 20, 21. viii. 12. Acts 
xxvi. 18. Rom. xin. 12. 2 Cor. iv. 6. vi. 14. 
Eph. v. 8. 13. Col. i. 12. 1 Theſſ. v. 5. 1 
| Tim. vi. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 1 John i. 5.7. ii. 
8. Rev. xxl, 23, 24. xxii. 5. And we be- 
f lieve the greateſt oppoſer to our aſſertion, 
| 


will not he able to ſever light from light, or 
find out two lights within, in the pa 
here mentioned, or any other, to direct man 
8 3 2 in 
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in his duty to God and his neighbour: and 
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if he eannot, pray let him forbear his mean 
thoughts and words of the light of Chriſt 


within man, as, man's guide in duty to God 


and man. For as he muſt yield to us, that 
the light manifeſteth evil, and reproveth for 
it, ſo doth Chriſt himſelf teach us of the light, 


John iii. 20. For every one. that duth evil, 


hateth the light, neither cometh unto the Ii gbr, 
left his deeds ſhould be reproved. And. * 
apoſtle Paul plainly faith, Eph: v. 13. But 
all things. that are reproved, are made manifeſt 


by the light ; therefore there are not two, diſ- 


tinc lights within, but one and the ſame ma- 
ieder, reproving, and teaching light with- 

And this the apoſtle John, in, his firſt 
epiltle, makes plain beyond all exception, to 
all conſiderate people : firſt, In that he calls 
God, Light, chap. i. 5. ; ſecondly, in that he 
puts no medium, or third thing between that 
light and darkneſs. Verle 6. Ve. ſay we 
nai fellowybip with, him, and walk in dark- 
neſs, awe lie, &c. Intimating, that men muſt 
walk either in light or darkneſs, and not in a 
third, or other ſtate or region. I am ſure, that 
which manifeſts and reproves darkneſs cannot 


be darkneſs: this all men mult confeſs. 


2 OP "7, And. as if the apoſtle John would 
have anticipated their ob; jection, viz. It is 
kues your Rn within reproves for evil; but 


leads 


- 
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leads into higher things, and which comes by 


the goſpel; he thus-exprefleth himſelf, I John. 


ii. 8, g. The darkneſs is paſt, and the true light: 


now Rieth. He that faith be it in the light,: 


and bateth his brother, is in darkneſs even until: 
now 5 which is not another: light than that 
mentioned before, chap. i. For, as light is 
put there in oppoſition to darkneſs, ſo light 
here is put in oppoſition to darkneſs. And as 


the darkneſs is the ſame, ſo muſt the light be. 
the ſame. Wherefore we may plainly ſee, 


that it is not another light, than that which: 
reproves a man for hating his brother, which 
brings a man into fellowſhip with God, and 
to the blood of cleanſing, as the next melt: 
ſpeaks: therefore that light which reproveth 
a man for hating his brother, is of a divine 
and efficacious nature. In ſhort, that light: 
which is oppolite to, and reproves, ſpiritual 
darkneſs in man and woman, is a ſpiritual light; 
bur ſuch a light as that which we confeſs, teſ- 
teſtify. to, and maintain: therefore it is a ſpi- 
ritual light. It 1s alſo worth our notice, that: 
the apoſtle uſeth the ſame manner of expreſ- 
ſion here, chap. ii. 8. the true light ſoiveth, 
petty dee in his evangelical hiſtory, chap. 


i. 9.. that was the rue light; intimating the 


ſame divine word, or true light, now ſhineth ; 
and that it is the Tame true light, in his ac- 
count, that reproveth ſuch as hate their bre- 
thren: conſequently, that light that ſo re- 
proveth them, is the true light, And ſtrange 
Ft B 3 it 
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jt is, that Chriſt and his diſciples, but eſpeci - 
ally his beloved one, ſhould fo often make 
that very light, which ſtoops to the loweſt 
ſtep of im immorality, and to the reproaf of the 
groſſeſt evil, to be no other than the ſame di- 
vine life, in a farther degree of maniteſta+ 
tion, which brings ſuch as follow it to the 
light of life, to the blood of cleanſing, and to 
have fellowſhip with God, and one with 
another, Nay, not only ſo, but the apoſtle 
makes a man's being a child of God, to de- 
pend upon his anſwering of this light in 2 
palpable and common cafe, viz. Not hating 
of his brother: and that yet any ſhould ſhut 
their eyes ſo faſt againſt beholding the virtue 
of it, as to . it a natural and inſufſi - 
cient light, is both unſcriptural and unreaſon- 
able. Shall we ſlight it, becauſe we come ſo 
eaſily by it, and it is ſo familiar and domeſtic 
to us? Or make its being 10 common, an ar- 
gument to undervalye ſo ineſtimable a mercy? 
What is more common than light, and air, 
and water? And ſhould we therefore contemn 
them, or prize them? Prize them certainty, 
as what we cannot live, nor live comfortably, 
without, The more 3 the mercy is, 
the greater; and there greater — 
tion upon man to live 414 and thank- 

for it. And to thoſe alone that do ſo, 
are its divine ſecrets revealed. 
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CHAP. v. 


$. 1. The Light the ſame with the c pirit. Oh is 
of God ; v cothes by its Properties. 5. 2 
Propertics of the Spirit compared ith 125 
of the Light. F. 3. The Light and Grace 
fou from he ſame Principle, proved by their 
agreeing Properties. h. 4+ An Objetion an- 
 fwered, F. 5. Difference in Mamfeſtation, 
or Operation, eſpecially in Snitch Times, * 
not in Principle, Auulrated. 


Obj ingly allow to the ſpirit and grace of 
God, which ſeemed to be the peculiar bleſſing 
of the new and ſecond covenant, and the fruit 
of the coming of Chriſt, all that which you 


aſcribe to the Night within ; but except it ap- 
peared to us, that this light were the ſame in 
nature with the ſpirit and grace of God, we 
cannot eaſily bring ourſelves to believe what 


you ſay in favour of the light within. 
Abi, This objection, at firſt look, ſeems 
to carry weight with it; but upon a juſt and 


Jerious review, it will appear to have more 


words than matter, ſhew than ſubſtance; yet 
becaule it gives occaſion to ſolve ſcruples, that 
way be flung in the way of the ſimple, I ſhall 
attend it throughout. I ſay, then, if it ap- 

1 34 — 
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pear that the properties, aſcribed to the light 
within, are the ſame with thoſe that are given 
to the holy ſpirit and grace of God ; and that 
thoſe ſeveral terms or epithets, are only to 

| expreſs the divers manifeſtations or opera- 
j tions of one and the ſame principle, then it 
Z will not, it cannot be denied, but this light 
bi within, is divine and efficacious, as we have 
[| aſſerted it. Now, that it is of the ſame na- 
1 ture with the ſpirit and grace of God, and 
I tends to the ſame end, which is to bring 
I} people to God, let the properties of the light 
| be compared with thoſe of the ſpirit and grace 
of God. I fay, they are the ſame; in that, 

Joni. 4.9, firſt, The light proceeds from the one word, 
and one life of that one word, which was 

with God and was God. Secondly, It is uni- 
verſal; it lighteth every man. Thirdly, It 
giveth the knowledge of God, and fellowſhip 

with him, Rom. i. 19. John iii. 21. 1 John 

i. 5, 6. Fourthly, It manifeſteth and Nerd 

evil, John iii. 20. Eph. v. 13. Fifthly, It is 

made the rule and guide of Chriſtian walk- 

ing, Pſalm xliii. 3. John viii. 12. Eph. v. 13, 

15. Sixthly, It is the path for God's people 

to go in, Plalm cxix. 10 5. Prov. iv. 18. Iſa. ii. 

F. 1 John i. 7. Rev. xxl. 23. And the nations 

of them that are ſaved, hall walk in the light 

(of the Lamb). Laſtly, It is the armour of t the 
children of God againſt Satan, Pſalm xxvii. 1. 

The Lord is my light, whom all T fear ? 

Rom. xiii. 12. Let us put on the armour of 

- fight. 5 
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the ares of the holy Spirit, and their 
agreement will be very manifeſt. Firſt, It 
proceedeth from God, becauſe it is the ſpirit 


of God, Rom. vi: 11. Secondly, It is uni- 
verſal. It ſtrove with the old world, Gen. vi. 


Then to be ſure, with the new one: Every 
one hath a meaſure of it given to profit withal, 
1 Cor. Xii. 7. Thirdly, It revealeth God, 
Job xxxii. 8, 1 Cor: ii. 10, 11. Fourthly, 
It reproveth ſin, John xyi. 8. Fifthly, It is 
a rule and guide for the children of God to 
walk by, Rom. viii. 14. Sixthly, It is alſo 


the path they are to walk in, Rom. viii. 1. 


Gal. v. 15. Walk in the Spirit. Laſtly, This 
is not all, it is likewiſe the ipiritusl weapon of 
a true Chriſtian, Eph. vi. 17. Take the ſword 
of the Spirit, which is the Sed of God. After 
this, I hope none will deny, that this light 
and this ſpirit muſt be of one and the ſame 
nature, that work one and the ſame effect, and 
tend evidently to one and the ſame holy end. 


F. 3. And what is ſaid of the light and 
ſpirit, may alſo very well be ſaid of the light 
and grace of God; in that, firſt, The grace 
floweth from Chriſt, the word that took fleſh, 
as well as the light; for as in him was life, 


and that life the light of men, ſo he was full John i. 4. 9 
of grace and truth, and of his fuineſs have all *** 


we received, and grace for grace. Secondly, 
* is univerſal ; hoth from this text, and what 


Now let all this be compared with 


the 
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ü 11, the apoſti 


the text. Fourthly, It revealeth 
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e to Titus teacheth : For the grace 
of God, that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared 
to all men. "Thirdly, It manifeſteth evil ; for 
if it teaches to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, it muſt needs detect them; and ſo ſays 
godlineſs, and 
it muſt manifeſt God, Fifthly, 


conſequently 


It is an inftructor and guide; for, ſays the 


apoſtle, It teaches to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
lufts, and to live foberly, righteou/ly, and godly 
in this preſent world, and herein a rule of lite, 
Tit. ii. 11, 12. Sixthly, It is, to all who re- 
ceive it, all that they can need or deſire. 
2 Cor. xit. 9. My grace is fufficeent for thee, 


An high teſtimony from heaven, to the power 


of this teaching and ſaving grace, under the 


ſtrongeſt temptations, 


F. 4. Object. But there is little mention 


made of the Spirit, and none of the grace, be- 


fore Chriſt's coming; and therefore the Spirit, 
as ſpoken of in the writings of the New Teſ- 


tament, and eſpecially the grace, muſt be ano- 


ther, and a nobler thing than the light within. 
Anſw. By no means another thing, but 
another name, from another manifeftation or 


operation of the ſame principle. It is called 


Light, from the diſtinQgon and diſcerning it 
gives. Let there be light, and there was light, 
ſaid God in the beginning of the old world; 
{o there is firſt light, in the beginning of the 
new creation of God in man. It as called 
. Spirit, 
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Spirit, becauſe it giveth life, ſenſe, motion, 
and vigour : and it is as often mentioned in 
the wi 
which every 
aſe to look into his fcripture-concordance. 
us God's Spirit ſtrove with the old world, 
Gen. vi. 3. and with Iſrael in the wilderneſs, 
Neh. ix, 30. And David aſked, in the agony 
of his ſoul, Whrther ſhall I go from thy Spirit? 
Pſalm cxxxix. 7. and the prophets often felt it, 
It is ſtiled Grace, not from its being another 
principle, but becauſe it was a fuller 
tion of the virtue and power of the ſame divine 
principle: and that being purely God's favour 
and mercy, and not man's merit, is aptly and 
deſervedly called the grace, favour, and good- 


will of God to undeſerving man. The wind 


does not always blow freſh, nor heaven ſend 
down its rain freely, nor the ſun ſhine forth 
dearly; ſhall we therefore fay, it is not of the 
_ fame ind of wind, rain, or light, when it 


blows, rains, or ſhines but a little, as when it 


blows, rains, or ſhines much? It is certainty 
the ſame in nature and kind, and ſo is this 
blefſed principle, under all its ſeveral diſpen- 
ſations, manifeſtations, and operations, for the 
benefit of 1 ſoul, ever ſince the world be- 


e cal 
thankfally acknowledged by us, that the diſ- 


Fan of the 3 was the cleareſt, fulleſt, 


and 


writings of the Old as New Teſtament; 
reader may ſee, if he will but 
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and nobleſt of all other; both with regard to. 
the coming of Chriſt. in the fleſh, and being 
our one holy offering to God for lin, through 
the eternal Spirit; and the breaking forth of 


his light, the effuſion of his ſpirit, and ap- 


pearance of his grace, in and to man, in a 
more excellent manner after his aſcenſion. 
For though it was not another light, or ſpirit, 
than that which he had given to man in for- 
mer ages, yet it was another and greater mea- 
ſure; and that it is the privilege of the goſ- 
pel, above former diſpenſations. What before 
ſhined · but dimly, ſhines ſince with great 
glory. Then it appeared but darkly, but now 
with open face. Types, figures, and ſhadows 
veiled its appearances, and made them look 
low and faint; but in the goſpel time, the 
veil" is rent, and the hidden glory manifeſt. 
It was under the law but as a dew; or ſmall. 
rain; but under the goſpel, it may be ſaid, to» 
be poured out upon men: according to that 
gracious and 'notable-promiſe of God, by the 
prophet Joel, In ibe latter days, I will pour 
out | of my Spirit upon all fleſh. Thus we ſay, 
when it rains plentifully, look how it pours. 


80 God augments: his light, grace, and ſpirit: 


in theſe latter days. They ſhall not have 
it ſparingly, and by ſmall drops, but fully and 
freely, and overflowing too. And thus Peter, 
that deep and excellent apoſtle, applies that 


promiſe in Joel; on the day of Pentecoſt; as 


the beginning of the accompliſhment of it. 
| This 
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This is grace, and favour, and goodneſs in- 
deed. And therefore well may this. brighter 
illumination, and greater effuſion of the ſpirit, 
be called grace; for as the coming of the Son 
excelled that of the ſervant, ſo did the mani- 
feſtation,'of the light and ſp wit of God, ſince 
the coming of Chriſt, "IT that of the fore- 
going diſpenſations; yet ever ſufficient to ſal- 
vation, to all thoſe that walked in it. This is 
our ſenſe of the light, ſpirit, and grace of God; 

and by what is ſaid, it is evident they are 
one = the ſame principle: and that he that 
has light, need not want the ſpirit or grace 
of God, if he will but receive it, in the love 
of it. For the very principle, that is light to 
ſhow him, is alſo ſpirit to quicken him, and 
grace to teach, help, and comfort him. It is 


| ſufficient, in all circumſtances of life, to them 


that diligently mind and obey it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


An Objeftion anſwered; All are not 


” beat though all are lighted. F. 2. Another 


_ Objeftion anſwered; That Gofpel-Truths 
were known before Chriff's coming. 
Another ; The Gentiles had the ſame Light, 


though not with thoſe Advantages : Proved 
from Scripture. 


$. 1. DUr fave may yet ſay, If it be as 
Obj. you declare, how comes it, that all 
who are 2 are not ſo good as they 
ſhould be; or as you ſay, this would make 
them ? 


 Anſw. Becauſe people do not receive and 
obey it. All men 


ave reaſon, but all men 
are not reaſonable. Is it the fault of the grain 
in the granary, that it yields no increaſe ; or 
of the talent in the napkin, that it is not im- 
proved ? It is plain, a talent was given; and 
as plain, that it was improveable ; both be- 
cauſe the like talents were actually improved 
by others, and that the juſt Judge expected 
his talent with advantage; which elſe, to be 
ſure, he would never have done. Now, when 


our objectors will tell us, whoſe fault it was 


the talent was not improved, we ſhal] be 
ready to tell them, voy the unprofitable ſer- 
yant 
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vant was not ſo good as he ſhould have been. 
The blind muſt not blame the ſun, nor ſinners 
tax the grace of inſufficiency. It is ſin that 
darkens the eye, and hardens the heart, and 
on hinders good things from the ſons of 

If we do his will, we ſhall know of 
his e divine doctrine; fo Chriſt tells us. Men, 
not living to what they know, cannot blame 
God, that they know no more. The unfruit- 
fulneſs is in us, not in the talent. It were 
well indeed, that this were laid to heart. But, 
alas! Men are too apt to follow their ſenſual 
appetites, rather than their reaſonable mind: 
which renders them brutal inſtead of rational. 
For the reaſonable part in man, is his ſpiritual 
part; and that, guided by the divine 93, or 
word, which Tertullian interprets reaſon, in 
the moſt excellent ſenſe, makes man truly 
reaſonable; and then it 1s that man comes to 
offer up himſelf to God a reaſonable ſacrifice. 
Then a man indeed; a complete man: ſuch 
a man as God made, when he made man in 
his own image, and gave him paradiſe for his 
— 


8. 2. But binn yet object, If n bad 
always this principle, how comes it that goſ- 
pel-truths were not ſo fully known, before the 
coming of Chriſt, to thoſe that were obedient 
ton? 

Anſw. Becauſe a child is not a grown man, 
nor the beginning the end; and yet he that 

i 


32 


_ ciple is the ſame, though not the manifeſta- 
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is the beginning, is alſo the end: the prin⸗ 


tion. As the world has many ſteps and 


periods of time towards its end, ſo hath man 


Gen. Xlix. 


10. 


to his perfeAion. They that are faithful to 
what they know of the bon of their 
own day, ſhall hear the happy welcome of 
Well done, good and faithful ſervant. And yet 
many of God's people, in thoſe days, had a 
proſpect of the glory of the latter times, the 
improvement of religion, the happineſs of the 
church of God. 


This we ſee in the prophecy of jacob and 


Deut. xvili, Moſes, concerning the reſtoration of Iſrael by 
Chriſt, Se David, in many of his excellent 


15, 18. 


Pſalms, expreſſing moſt ſenſible and extraordi- 
nary enjoyments, as well as prophecies; par- 
ticularly Pſalm ii. XV. xviii. xxii. xxiii. xxv. 
xxvii. xxxii. xxxvi. xxxvil. xlii. xliii. xlv. 
li. Ixxxiv. &c. The prophets are full of it, 
and for that reaſon have their name; particu- 
larly Iſaiah, chap. ii. ix. xi. xxv. xxviil. xxxii. 
xxxv. Xl11. 'xlix. I. Ii. Iii. Iii. liv. lix. 1x. Ixi. 
Ixiii. Ixv. Ixvi. Jeremiah alſo; chap. xxiii. 
xxx. xxxi. xxxiii. Ezekiel, chap. xx. xxxiv. 
xxxvi. xxxvli. Daniel, chap. vili. ix. x. xi. 


Amos, chap. ix. Micah, chap. iv. v. Zacha- 


riah, chap. vi. viii. ix. xi. xiii. XIV. Malachi, 
chap. iii. iv. This was not another prin- 


ciple, though another manifeſtation of the 


ſame 


* 
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fanie principle; but par- 
ticular and ys 0 in he reaſon. of it. 
It was the ſame ſpirit that came upon 
Moſes, which came upon John the Baptiſt; 
and it was alſo the * ſpitit that came upon 
Gideon and Sampſon, that fell upon Peter 
and Paul; but it was not the ſame diſpen- 
ſation of that fpirit. It hath been the way 
of God, to viſit and appear to men, accord- 
ing to their ſtates and conditions, and as they 
have been prepared to receive him, be it 
more ontwardly or inwardly, ſenſibly or ſpi- 
titually. There is no capacity too low, or 
too high, for this divine principle: for as it 
made and knows all; ſe it reaches unto all 
people. It extends to tlie meaneſt, and the 
higheſt cannot ſubſiſt without it. Which 
— David break forth in his expoſtulations 
with God, Whither ſhall I go from 1 Spirit, 
or whither ſhall 1 flee from 2 cke ? Halm 
exxxix. 7, 8, g, 10. Implying, it was every 
where; though not every Where, nor at every 
time; alike. If I go to heaven, 10 Hell, or be- 
jond the ſeat, even thert ſhall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right band ſhall bold me: That 
is, there will this divine word, this light of 
men, this ſpirit of God, find me, lead me, 
help me, and comfort me. For it-is with me 
whereyer I am, and wherevet I go, in one 
reſpect or other; Prov. vi. 22. When thou 
— 1% ſhall lead thee ; when thou fleepeſt, it 
ball keep thee ; and whey thou awake}t, it 7017 
C 3 
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fall with ther; und 1 enn nd more get rid of 

it, if I would, than of myſelf or my own na- 

ture: ſo preſent is it with me; and ſo cloſe 

it ſticks unto me. Iſa. xliii. 2. When thou 

paſſeſt through the waters, Iwill be with thee ; 

and through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow 

thee ; when thou walkeſt through the fire, thou 

ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle 

upon thee. David knew it, and therefore had 

a great value for it, In thy light ſhall wwe ſee 

light, or we ſhall be enlightened by thy light. 

Pſalm Thou wilt light my candle; the Lord my God 
xvii. 28. vill enlighten my darkneſs. Again, The-Lord is 
xvi. my light, whom ſhall I fear? It was his ar- 
mour againſt all danger. It took fear away 

from him, and he was undaunted, becauſe he 

Vas ſafe in the way of it. Of the ſame bleſſed 
word, he ſays elſewhere, It is a lamp unto my 

feet, and a lantern to my paths. In ſhort, a 


light to him in his way” to bleſſedneſi. 


bl 


. 3. Object. But if the Jaws had this 
light, it does not follow that the Gentiles had 
it alſo; but by your doctrine all have it. | 
| Anfſw: Yes and it is the glory of this 
doctrine which we profeſs, that God's love is 
therein held forth do all. And beſides the 
texts cited in general, and that are as full and 
poſitive as can be expreſſed, the apoſtle is very 
particular in the ſecond chapter of his epiſtle 
Rom. ii. 14. to the Romans, That the - Gentiles having not 
the law, did by nature the thin gs contained in 


15 
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the law, ani were u law unto themſelves. That 
is, they had not an outward: law, circum- 
ſtanced as the Jews had; but they bad the 
zwork of the lato written in their hearts, and 
therefore might well be a law to themſelves; 
that had the law in themſelves. - And ſo had 
the Jews too, but then they had greater out- 
ward helps to quicken their obedience to it ; 
ſuch as God afforded not unto any other na- 
tion : and therefore the obedience of the Gen- 
tiles, or uncircumciſion, is ſaid to be by na- 


ture, or naturally, becauſe it was without 


thoſe additional, external, and extraordina 

miniſtries and helps which the Jews had, to 
provoke them to their duty. Which is ſo 
far from leſſening the obedient Gentiles, that 
it exalts them in the apoſtle's judgment; be- 
cauſe, though they had leſs advantages than 
the Jews, yet the work of the lau, written in 
their hearts, was made ſo much the more 
evident, by the good life they lived in the 


world. He adds, Their 'conſciences bearing 


witneſs (or as it may be rendered, witneſſing 


with them) and their thoughts, meanwhile, Ace 


cuſing er elſe excufing one another, in the day 


when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of all hearts 


by Jeſus Chrift, 9s. to my goſpel. Which 


preſents us with four things to our point, and 
worth our ſerious. reflection; firſt, That the 
Gentiles had the-law written in their hearts. 
Secondly, That their conſcience was an allow- 
ed witneſs or evidence about duty. Thirdly, 

"4-1 i That 
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That the judgment made thereby ſhall be 
confirmed by the apoſtle's goſpel at the great 
day, and therefore valid and irreverſible. 
Fourthly, That this could not be, if the light 
of this conſcience. were not a divine and fuf- 

ficient light: for conſcience, truly ſpeaking, 
is no other than the ſenſe a man hath, or 
judgment he maketh, of his duty to God, 
according to the underſtanding God gives 
him of his will. And that no ill, but a true 
and ſcriptural uſe, may be made of this word 
conſcience, I limit it to duty, and that to a 
virtuous and holy life, as the apoſtle evi- 
dently doth, about which we cannot miſs or 
diſpute ; read verſes 7, 8, and 9. It was to 
that, therefore, the apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt deſired to be made manifeſt ; for they 
dared to ſtand the judgment of conſcience, in 
reference to the doctrine they preached and 
prelied upon men. The beloved diſciple alſo 
makes it a judge of man's preſent and future 
* ſtate, under the term heart, For if our heart 
"condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart ron- 
demn us not, then have we confidence towards 
| God. Plain and ſtrong words: and what 
were they about, but whether we love God 
in deed and in truth: and how muſt that ap- 

pear? Why, in keeping his commandments : 
which is living up to what we know, And 
if any deſire to ſatisfy themſelves farther of 
the * of the — let them read 
Plato, 
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Plato, Seneca, Plutarch, Epictetus, Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus, and the Gentile writers. 
They will alſo find many of their ſayings, 
collected in the firſt part of a book called the 
Chriſtian Quaker, and compared with the teſ- 
timonies of ſcripture, not for their authority, 
but agreeableneſs. In them pro may diſcern 
many excellent truths, and taſte great love 


and devotion to virtue: a fruit that grows 


upon no tree, but that of life, in no age or 
nation, Some of the moſt eminent writers 
of the firſt ages, ſuch as Juſtin Martyr, Ori- 


gen, Clemens Alexandrinus, &e. bore them 


great reſpect, and thought it no leſſening to 
the reputation of Chriſtianity, that it was de- 
fended in many Gentile authors, as well as 
that they uſed and urged them, to engage their 


followers to the faith, as Paul did the Athe- 


nians with their own poets, 
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$ I : 6 Objeftion anſwered als the various 


C HAP. VII. 


Diſpenſatians' of God: The Principle the 
ame. & 2. God's Work of a piece, and 
Truth the fam, under divers Shapes. F. 3. 


| The Reaſon of the Prevalency + Idolatry. 
F. 4. The Quakers Teſtimony the beſt Anti, 


dote qgainſt it, viz. walking by a divine Prin- 
ciple in man. F. 5. It. was God's End, in 


l bis man ate, that May night be f 


God image and delight, 
F. l. UT it may be ſaid, If; it were one 
bj. principle; why ſo many 'modes and 


ſhapes of religion, ſince the world began? 
For the Patriarchal, Moſaical, and Chriſtian, 
have their great differences ; to ſay nothing 
of what has befallen the Chriſtian, ſince the 
publication of it to the world. 
Anſw. I know not how properly they 
may be called divers religions, that aſſert the 
true God for the object of worſhip ; the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt for the only Saviour ; ; and the 
light, or ſpirit of Chriſt, for the great agent 
and means of man's converſion, and eternal 
felicity, any more than infancy, youth, and 
manhood, make three men, inſtead of three 
growths, or periods of time, of one and the 
ſame 
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fame man, But paſſing that, the many 
modes or ways of God's appearing to men, 
ariſe, as hath been ſaid, from the divers ſtates 
of men; in all which, it ſeems to have been 
his main deſign to prevent idolatry and vice, 
by directing their minds to the true object 
of worſhip, and preſſing virtue and holineſs. 

So that though he immediately ſpoke to the 
patriarchs, moſtly by angels in the faſhion of 
men, and by them to their families, over and 
above the illumination in. themſelves ; ſo to 
the prophets, for the moſt part, by the reve- 
lation of the Holy Ghoſt in them, and by 
them to the Jews: and fince the goſpel diſ- 
penſation, by his Son, both externally, by his 
coming in the fleſh ; and internally, by his 
ſpiritual appearance in the ſoul; as he is the 
great light of the world: yet all its flowings 
mediately through others, have ſtill been from 
the ſame principle, co-operating with the ma» 
nifeſtation of it immediately in man 8 own 


on 2. This | 18 of anos n for our in- 
3 and encouragement, that God's 
work, in reference to man, is all of a piece, 
and, in itſelf, lies in a narrow compaſs, and 


chat his eye has ever been upon the ſame 
thing in all his diſpenfations, viz. To make 
men truly good, = planting his holy awe 
and fear in their hearts: though he has con- 
ee, for the hardneſs and darkneſs of 
0-4 mn 


; 
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| men's hearts, to approach, and ſpell out his 


| holy mind to them, by low and carnal ways, 
| as they may appear ta. our more enlightened 
| underſtandings: ſuffering Truth to put on 
| divers forts 4 garments, the better to reach 
| to the low ſtate of men, to engage ge them from 
| falſe gods and ill lives: feeing them ſunk ſo 
oa below their nobler part, and what he 
| made them; that like brate eats, they knew 
not their own firength and excellency. | 


6. 3. And if we do but well conſider the 
reaſon of the prevalency of idolatry, 
the earlier and darker times of the world, of 
Gen xxxi. Which the ſcripture | is very particular, v we ſhall 
ind aan find that it ariſeth from thas, That it is more 
Levit. xxvi. ſenſual, and therefore calculated to pleaſe the 


ent. XXIN. 


xxx. xxxi, ſenſes of men; being more outward or viſible, 
Toſh. aui. or more in their own power to perform, than 
xiii. and one more ſpiritual in its object. For as their 
gods were the workmanſhip of men's hands, 
they could not prefer them: that being the 
argument which' did moſt of all gall their 
worſhippers, and what, of all things, for that 
reaſon, they are moſt willing to forget. But 
their incidency to idolatry, and the advantages 
it had upon the true religion with them, 
plainly —_ from this, That it was more 
ourward and ſenſual: they could ſee the ob- 
ject of their devotion, and had it in their 
power to addreſs it when they would, It 
Was more faſhionable too, as well as better 
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accommodated to their dark, and: too brutal, 
ſtate. And therefore it was, chat God, by 
many afflictions, and greater deliveratces, 
brought forth 2 people, to endear himſelf to 
them, that they might remember the hand 
that ſaved them, and worſhip him, and him 
only, in order to root up idolatry, and plant 
the knowledge, and fear of him in their 
minds, for an example to other nations. Who- 
ever reads Deuteronomy, which is a ſummary 
of the other four books of Moſes, will find 
the frequent and earneſt care and concern of 
that good man for Iſrael, about this very 
point; and how often that p. 


patience over them, into the idolatrous cuſ- 
toms of the nations about them. Divers 
other ſcriptures inform us alſo, 


thoſe of the prophets, Iſaiah xliv, and xlvi. 


Pſalms cxv. and cxxxv. and Jer. x. where the 
Holy Ghoſt confutes and rebukes the people, 
and mocks their idols with a fort of holy dif- 
dain, 


8 —— ie farchels: from 
idolatry, and the beſt antidote againſt it, is 


the principle we have laid down; and the 
more people's minds are turned and brought 


to it, aud that they reſolve their faith, wor- 
ſhip and obedience into the holy illuminations 


and power of it, the nearer they grow to the 


end of their creation, and conſequently to 
their 


people flipped and 
lapſed, notwithſtanding God's love, care, and 
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Hour cometh, ſaith he, and now it. 
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their Creator. They are more ſpiritually 


qualified, and become better fitted, to worſhip 


God as he is: who, as we are told, by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, :s a Spirit, and will be 
worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth; and that 
they. are ſuch ' fort of worſhippers, which God 
r/hip him, in this goſpel day. The 
That is, 
ſome now do ſo, but more ſhall. A plain 
aſſertion in preſent, and a promiſe and pro- 
phecy of the increaſe of ſuch worſhippers in 


future. Which ſhews a change intended from 


a ceremonial worſhip, and ſtate of the church 
of God, to a ſpiritual 'one. Thus the text; 
But the time cometh, and now 1s, when' the 
true worſhippers ſhall woor ſhip ' the Father in 

irit and in truth. Which is as much as to 


| ſay, when the worſhip of God ſhall be more 
" inward than outward, and ſo more ſuitable 


to the nature of God, and the nobler part of 


man, his inſide, or his inward and better man: 


for 10 thoſe bleſſed words import, in Spirit 


and in Truth. In Spirit, that is, through the 


power of the Spirit. In Truth, that is, in 
realities, not in ſhadows, ceremonies, or for- 
malities, but in ſincerity, with and. in life, 
being divinely prepared and animated; which 


brings man not only to offer up right wor- 


ſhip, but alſo into intimate communion and 


fellowſhip with God, who is a Spirit. 
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appear, that God, in all his manifeſtations of 
himſelf, hath Rill come nearer and nearer to 
the inſides of men, that he might reach to 
their underſtandings, and open their hearts, 
and give them a plainer and nearer acquaint- 
ance with himſelf in ſpirit : and then it is, 
that man muſt ſeek and find the knowledge 


of God for his eternal happineſs. Indeed, all 


things that are made, ſhew forth the power 
and wiſdom of God, and his goodneſs too, 
to mankind ; and therefore many men urge 
the creation, to ſilence Atheiſtical objections: 

but though all thoſe, things ſhew a God, yet 
man does it above all the reſt. He is the 


precious ſtone of the ring, and the moſt glo- 


rious jewel of the globe; to whoſe reaſon- 
able uſe, ſervice, and Gariefe ion,” the whole 
ſeems to be made and dedicated. But God's 
delight (by whom man was made, we are 
told by. the Holy Ghoſt) ig in the habitable 
parts of the earth, with the ſons of men, Prov. 
viii. 31. And with thoſe that are contrite in 
Spirit, Iſa. Ixvi. 2. And why is man his 
delight, but becauſe man only, of all his 
works, was his likeneſs. This is the inti- 
mate relation of man ta God: ſomewhat 
nearer than ordinary ; for of all other beings 
man only had the honour of being his image; 
and by his reſemblance to God, as I may ſay, 
came his kindred with God, and knowledge 
of him, So that the neareſt and beſt way 

| for 


ige And if it be duly weighed, it will 
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for man to know God, and be acquainted 
with him, is to feek him in himſelf, in his 
image; and as he finds that, he comes to 
find and know God. Now man may be ſaid 
to be God's image in a double reſpe&t. Firſt, 
As he is of an immortal nature; and next, 
as that nature is endued with thoſe excellen- 
cies in ſmall, and proportionable to a crea- 
ture's capacity, that are by nature infinitely 
and incomparably in his Creator. For in- 
ſtance, wiſdom, juſtice, mercy, holineſs, pa- 
tience, and the like: as man becomes holy, 
juſt, merciful, patient, &c. By the copy he 
will know the original, and hy the work- 
manſhip in himſelf, he will be acquainted 
Gal. vi. x5, With the holy Workman, This, reader, is 
1 the regeneration and new creature we preſs; 
and, according to this rule, we ſay, men 
ought to be religious, and walk in this world. 
Man, as I ſaid juſt now, is a compoſition of 
both worlds; his body is of this, his ſoul of 
the other world. The body is as the temple 
of the ſoul ; the ſoul the temple af the word; 
and the word, the great temple and -mani- 
feſtation of God. By the body the ſoul looks 
into and beholds this world; and by the word 

it beholds God, and the world that is without 
end. Much might be ſaid of this order of 
things, and their reſpective excellenctes, but 

I muſt be brief. e e 
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„ 1 4 F. va | 
„ 1 The DeAArines of SatiefaStion and Ju 


tificatton, owned and worded according. 
Scripture, F. 2. What Conftruttions . = 
cannot believe of them, and which it an 
Abuſe of them. F. 3. Chrift owned a Sa- 
criſice and a Mediator. F. 4. Fuftification 
twofold, from the Guilt of Sin, — from the 
Power and Pollution of it. F. 5. Exhorta- 
tion lo the Reader upon the Mole. 


HOUGH there be many good 
things faid, bow Chriſt appears 
and works i in a foul, to awaken, convince, 
and convert it; yet you ſeem not particular 
enough about the death and ſufferings of 
Chriſt: and it is generally rumoured and 
charged upon you, by your adverſaries, that 
you have little reverence to. the doctrine of 
Chriſt's ſatisfaction to God for our fins; and 
that you do not believe, that the active and 
paſſive obedience of Chriſt, when he was in 
the world, is the alone ground of a ſinner's 
juſtification before God. | | 


Obj. 1. 


| 8. 1. Anſw. The doctrines of ſatisfaction 


and juſtification, truly underſtood, are placed 
in ſo ſtrict an union, that the one is a neceſſary 
conſequence 
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conſequence of the other ; and what we ſay 
of them, is what agrees with the ſufftage- of 
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ſcripture, and, for the moſt part in the terms 
of it ; always believing, that in points where 
there ariſes any difficulty, be it from the ob- 
ſcurity of expreſſion, miſ-tranſlation, or the 
duſt raiſed by the heats of partial writers, or 
nice criticks, it is ever beſt to keep cloſe to 
the text, and maintain charity in the reſt. I 
ſhall firſt ſpeak negatively, what we do not 
own; which perhaps hath given occaſion: to 
thoſe who have been more haſty than wile, 
to judge us defective, in our belief of the effi- 
cacy of the death and ſufferings of Chriſt to 
Funn As, 


F. 2. Firſt, We cannot believe that Chriſt 
is the cauſe, but the effect of God's love, ac- 
cording to the teſtimony of the beloved dit- 
ciple John, chap. iii. God fo loved the: world, 
that be gave bis only begotten Son into the 
world, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting lie. 

Secondly, We cannot ſay, God could not 
have taken another way to have ſaved ſinners; 
than by the death and ſufferings of his Son, to 
ſatisfy his juſtice; or that Chriſt's death and 
ſufferings were a ſtrict and rigid ſatisfaction 
for that eternal death and miſery due to man 
for ſin and tranſgreſſion: for ſuch a notion 
were. to make God's: mercy little concerned 


in man's ſalvation ; and indeed we are at too 


great 


o » oy MT * 2 
8 * g ny : . * 3 , a . . » 
— 4 , 4 meP — 4 K * 4 & n NY 2» A >4 p "= * 7 — 
” w 1 4 1 4 y 1 4 i [ Pl Y T '. FF, 
7 « Den 2228 Ag Th 4 * — 2 80 Y 2 ba A 3 * pe your , o 
> I. A * 1 * > C 3 1 


BO r * k * 2 * on Þ PF . aq" * Pr by 

* „ 4 — - 6 FS. \ 1 e De * a 
a > ON by | - I. is" 4 1 1 F Fad: 
"7 I . POET IT NI OOO C5, pL 


* 
r 
* 
: 
J 
> 
| 
; 
: 
7 
1 
; 
5 
wn 
4 


Patlrerys | CEN TLNRED'E REVIVED. 


great a diſtance from his infinite wiſdom and 
power, to judge of the d or 9 7 
his actings. 

- Thirdly, We cannot ſay, Jules Chriſt was 
the greateſt ſinner in the world (becauſe he 
hore our ſins on his croſs, or becauſe he was 


made fin for us, who knew no ſin); an ex- 


preſſion of great levity and unſoundneſs, yet 
often ſaid by great preachers and profeſſors of 
religion. © 
Fourthly, We cannot believe, that Chriſt's 

death and ſufferings ſo ſatisfy God, or juſ- 
tity men, as that they are thereby accepted 
of God: they are, indeed, thereby put into a 
ſtate capable of being accepted of God, and, 
through the obedience of faith and ſanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, are in a ſtate of accept- 
ance: for we can never think a man juſtified 
before God, while ſelf condemned; or that 
any man can be in Chriſt, who is not a new 
creature; or that God looks upon men 


otherwiſe than they are. We think it a ſtate 


of preſumption, and not of ſalvation, to call 
Jeſus, Lord, and not by the work of the Holy 
Ghoſt: Maſter, and he not yet maſter of 
their affections: Saviour, and they not ſaved 
by him from their ſins: Redeemer, and yet 
they not redeemed by him from their paſſion, 


pride, covetouſneſs, wantonneſs, vanity, vain 


honours, friendſhips, and glory of this world: 


which -were to deceive themſelves; for God 


will not be mocked, ſuch as men ſow, ſuch 
they 
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they muſt reap. And though Chriſt did die 
for us, yet we muſt, by the aſſiſtance of his 
grace, work out our own ſalvation with fear aud 
irembling : as he died for lin, ſo we mult die 
to ſin, or we cannot be ſaid to be ſaved by 
thedeathand ſufferingsof Chriſt, or thoroughly 
pauſtified and accepted with God, Thus far 
negatively, Now, poſitively, what we own 
28 to juſtifieation. 


$. 3. We do believe, that Jeſus Chriſt was 
our holy ſacrifice, atonement, and propitia- 
tion; that he bore our iniquities, and that 
by his ſtripes we are healed of the wounds 
Adam gave us in his fall; and that God is 
juſt in forgiving true penitents, upon the 
credit of that holy offering, Chriſt made of 
himſelf to God for us; and that what he did 
and ſuffered, ſatisfied and pleaſed God, and 
was for the ſake of fallen man, that had diſ- 
pleaſed God : and that through the offering 
up of himſelf ance for all, through the eter- 
nal Spirit, he hath for ever perfected thoſe 
(in all times) that were ſanctiſied, who walked 


not after the fleſb, but after the. Spirit, Rom. 


viii. 1. Mark that. 


. 4. In ſhort, juſtification conſiſts of two 


parts, or hath a twofold conſideration, viz. 


Juſtification from the guilt of fin, and juſtifi- 
cation from the power and pollution of ſin; 
and in this ſenſe, juſtification gives a * 
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full and clear acceptance before, God. Fer 
Want, of this, latter part, it is that ſo many 
ſouls;, religiouſly inclined, are often under 
doubts, Jeruples, and deſpondencies, notwith- 
ſtanding all that their teachers tell them of 
the extent and efficacy of the firſt part of 
juſtification. And it is too general an un- 
happineſs among the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
that tlley are too apt to cloak their own active 
and paſſive diſobedience, with the active and 
paſſive obedlience of Chriſt. The firſt part 
of juſtification, we do reverently and humbly 
acknowledge; is only for the ſake of the death 
and ſufferings of 'Chriſt : nothing we gan do, 
though by the operation of the holy Spirit, 
being ahle to cancel old debts, or wipe out 
old feores. It is the power and efſicaey of 
that propitiatory offering, upon faith and re- 
pentance, that juſtifies us from the ſins that 
are paſt; and it is the power of Chriſt's ſpirit 
in our hearts, that purifies and makes us ac- 
ceptahle before God. For till the heart of 
man is purged from ſin, God will never 
accept of it. He reproves, rebukes, and con- 
demns thoſe that entertain ſin there, and 

therefore ſuch cannot be ſaid to be in a juſti- 


ing contraries: ſo that they that hold them- 
ſelyes in a juſtiſied ſtate, by the active and 
paſſive. obedience of Chriſt, while they are not 
actively and paſhvely obedient to the Spirit 


D . gerous 


hed ſtate; condemnation. and juſtification, be- 


of Chriſt Jeſus, are under a ſtrong and dan- 
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but, Go ye curſed, &c. 


thee, but preſs to know his power and king - 
dom within thee, that the ſtrong man, that 


and his goods ſpoiled, his works deſtroyed, 
and fin ended, according to 1 John iii. 8. For iſh 
which end, ſays that beloved diſciple, Chritt 
was manifeſted, that all things may become 


new: Net heavens and new earth, in which 


t0 glorify God in thy body and in thy ſpiri, W 
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1 


gerous deluſion ; and for crying out againſt 
this ſin-pleaſing imagination, not to ſay doc- 
trine, we are ſtaged and reproached as deniers 
and deſpiſers of, the death and ſufferings of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But be it known to 
ſuch, they add to Chriſt's ſufferings, and cru- 
cify to themſelves afreſh the Son of God, 
and trample the blood of the covenant under 
their feet, who walk unholily under a pro- 
feſſion of juſtification ; for God will not ac- 
quit the guilty, nor juſtify the diſobedient and 
unfaithful. Such deceive themſelves, and at 
the great and final judgment, their ſentence i 
will not be, Come ye bleſſed, becauſe it cannot 
be ſaid to them, Well done, good and faithful, 
for they cannot be ſo eſteemed, that live and i 
die in a reproveable and condemnable ftate ; 


F. 5. Wherefore, O my reader! reſt not i 
thyſelf wholly ſatisfied with what Chriſt has 
done for thee in his bleſſed perſon without | 


has too long kept thy houſe, may be bound, 
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righteouſneſs divells, Thus thou wilt come 


which : 
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which are his; and live to him and not to 
thyſelf. Thy love, joy, worſhip, and obe- 
dience; thy life, converſation, and praftice ; 
thy ſtudy, meditation, and devotion, will be 
ſpiritual: For the Father and the Son will 
make their abode with thee, and Chrift will 
manifeſt himſelf to thee; for the fecrets of 
the Lord are with them that fear him: and 
an holy unction, or anointing, have all thoſe, 
which leads them into all truth, and they 
need not the teachings of men. They are 
better taught, being inſtruded by the divine 
Oracle: no bare hearſay or traditional Chriſ- 
W tians, but freſh and living witneſſes: thoſe 
that have ſeen with their own eyes, and 
heard with their own ears, and have handled 
= with their own hands, the word of life, in 
che divers operations of it, to their ſoul's ſal- 
ration. In this they meet, in this they preach, 
Wand in this they pray and praiſe: behold the 
New covenant fulfilled, the church and worz 
chip of Chriſt, the great anointed of God, 
and the great anointing of God, in his holy 
high prieſthood, and offices in his church 
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CHAP, IX. 


. 1. A Confeſſion to Chrift and his Work, 
Both in doing and ſuffering. F. 2. That ought 
not to make void our Belief and Teſtimony of 
his inward and ſpiritual Appearance in the 
Soul. F. 3. What our Teſtimony is in the 
latter Reſpect: That it is impoſſible to be ſaved 
by Chrift without us, while we reef hir 
Work and Power within us. F. 4. The Di/- 
- penfſation of Grace, in its Nature and Extent. 
F. 5. Afurther Acknowledgment to the Death 
and Sufferings of Chriſt. F. 6. The Conclu- 
Fon, ſhewing our Adverſaries Unreaſonable- i 


F. r. X ND left any ſhould fay we are 
1 equivocal in our expreſſions, and 
allegorize away Chriſt's appearance in the 
fleſh; meaning only thereby, our own fleſh; 
and that as often as we mention him, we 
mean only a myſtery, or a myſtical ſenſe of 
him, be it as to his coming, birth, miracles, 
ſufferings, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, me- 
diation and judgment; I would yet add, to 
preſerve the well-diſpoſed from being ſtag- 
gered by ſuch ſuggeſtions, and to inform and 
reclaim ſuch as are under the power and pre- 

| judice 
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judice- of them, that we do, we bleſs God, 


religiouſly believe and confeſs, to the glory 


of God the Father, and: the honour of his 


dear and beloved Son, that Jeſus Chriſt took 
our nature upon him, and was like unto: us 
in all things, ſin excepted : that he was born 
of the virgin Mary, ſuffered under Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman Governor; was crucified, 
dead, and buried in the ſepulchre of Joſeph 


of Arimathea ; roſe again the third day, and 


aſcended into heaven, and fits on the right 


hand of God, in the power and majeſty of 


his Father; who will one day judge the 
world by him, even that bleſſed man Chrift 
Jeſus, according to their works. 


$, 2. But becauſe we ſo believe, muſt wo 
not believe what Chriſt ſaid, He that is with 


ou, ſhall be in you, John xiv. I in them, and 


they in me, &c, chap. xvii. When it pleaſed 
God to reveal his Son in me, &c, Gal. i. The 
myſtery hid from ages, is Chriſt in the Gentiles, 
the hope of glory, Col. i. Unleſs Chrift be in 


Dou, ye are reprobates, 2 Cor. xiii, Or muſt 


we be induſtriouſly repreſented deniers of 
Chriſt's eoming -in the fleſh, and rhe holy 
ends of it, in all the parts and branches of 
his doing. and ſuffering, only becauſe we be- 
lieve, and preſs the neceſſity of believing, re- 
ceiving and obeying his inward and ſpiri- 
tual appearance and manifeſtation of himſelf, 
through his light; grace, and ſpirit in the 
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ſure; nor would our warm and ſharp adver- 


their practice, whatever it be of their profel: 
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hearts and conſciences of men and women, 
to reprove, convict; convert, and change them)? 
This we eſteem hard and unrighteous mea- 


faries be ſo dealt with by others: but to do a 
they would be done to, is too often no part d 


lion, . 


$. 3. Yet we are very ready to declare to 
the whole world, that we cannot think men 
and women can be ſaved by their belief of 
the one, without the ſenſe and experience of 
the other; and that is what we oppole, and 
not his bleſſed manifeſtation i in the fleſh. We 
ſay, that he then overcame our common ene- 
my, foiled him in the open field, and, in out 
nature, triumphed over him that had over- 
come, and triumphed over it, in our forefather MW 
Adam, and his poſterity: and that as truly as 
Chriſt overcame him in our nature, in his 
own perſon, ſo, by his divine grace, being re- 
ceived and obeyed by us, he overcomes him in 
us; that is, he detects the enemy by his light 
in the canſcience, and enables the creature to 
reſiſt him, and all his fiery darts; and, finally, 
ſo to fight the good fight of faith, as to qyer- 
come him, and lay hold on eternal liſe. 
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§. 4. And this is the diſpenſation of grace, 
which we declare bas appeared to all, more 


or leis ; teaching thoſe that will receive it, 
| 10 
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to: deny ungodlineſs and worldl lufts, and 10 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 


world; looking for (which none elſe can juſtly 


do) the blefſed hope, and glorious appearing of 


the great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
&c. Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13. And as from the 
teachings, experience and motion of this 
grace, we miniſter to others, ſo the very drift 
of our miniſtry, is to turn people's minds to 
this grace in themſelves, that all of them ma 

up and be doing, even the good and acceptable 
will of God, and work out their ſalvation with 


fear and trembling, and make their high and 


heavenly calling and election ſure ; which none 
elſe can do, whatever be their profeſſion, 
church, and character: for /uch as men ſow 
they muſt * and, his ſervants we are, whom 
we obey. Regeneration we muſt know, or 


we cannot be children of God, and heirs of 


eternal glory; and to be born again, another 
ſpirit and principle muſt prevail, leaven, ſeaſon 
and govern us, than either the ſpirit of the 
world, or our own depraved ſpirits ; and this 
can be no other ſpirit than that which dwelt 
in Chriſt; for unleſs that dwell in us, we 
can be none of his, Rom. viii. 9. And this 
ſpirit þegins in conyiction, and ends in con- 


verſion and perſeyerance; and the one fol- 


lows the other: converſion being the con- 


ſequence of convictions. obeyed ; and perſe- 


verance, a natural fruit of converſion, and 


being born of God; for /uch ſin net, becauſe 
; _£ a the 
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£4 God abides in them, 1 John ili. 9. 
B65 en through faithfulneſs, continue to 
the end, and obtain the Foce; en | ever- 
þ life, 
1 
1 0 But let my reader ke this oh 1 
with him, That we do acknowledge that 
Chriſt, through his holy doing and ſaffer- 
ing (for being a ſon he nel obedience), 
has obtained mercy of God his Father for 
mankind, and that his obedience has an in- 
4-44 to our ſalvation, in all the parts and 
ranches of it: ſince thereby he became a 
conqueror and led captroity captive, and ob- 
tained gt . f or men, with divers great and 
precious braſs: ; that thereby we might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having, firſt, 
eſcaped the corruption that is in the world, 
through luſt. 1 fay, we do belieye and con- 
feſs, that the active and paſſive obedience of 
Chriſt Jeſys, affects our ſal vation through- 
out, as well from the power and pollution of 
fin, as from the guilt, he being x a conqueror 
as well as a ſacrifice, and both through ſuffer- 
ing: yet they that reject his divine gift, ſo 
obtained (and which he has given to them 
by which to ſee their ſin and the ſinfulnefs of 
54 and to repent and turn away from it, and 
do ſo no more; and to wait upon God for 
daily ſtrength, to reſiſt the fiery darts of the 
enemy, and to be comforted through the obe- 
dience of faith in and to this divine grace 
| of 


wt I wi aq £4 =. Sas 


birtyx curtsrrantry Revival, 


of the Son of God) ſuch do not pleaſe God, 

believe truly in God; nor are they in x ſtate 
of true Chriſtianity attd ſalvation, man, 
ſaid Chrift, to the Samaritan, at the well, har, 

thou Enoch the gift Y Got, and who it is that 
fpeaketh to thee, Sc. People know not Chriſt 
and God, (whom to know, is life eternul, John 
xvii.) bickife they are i orant of the gift 
of God, viz. a meaſure of the Spirit of God, 
that ir given to every one to profit with, 1 Cor, 
xii. 7. which reveals Chriſt and God to the 
ſoul, chap. ii. Fleſh and blood cannot do it, 
Oxford and Cambridge cannot do it, tongues 


and philoſophy cannot do it; for they that 


by wiſdom Knew not God, had theſe things 
for their wiſdom. They were ſtrong, deep, 
ind accurite in them ; but alas! they were 


clouded, puffed up, and ſet farther off from 
the inward and ſaving knowledge of God, 


becauſe they ſought for it in them, and thought 
to find God there. But the key of David is 
another thing, which ſhuts, and no man 
opens ; and opens, and no man ſhuts; and 
this key have all they that receive the gift of 
God in their hearts, and it opens to ha the 
knowledge of God and themſelyes, and gives 
them a quite other ſight, taſte, and judgment, 
of things, than their educational or traditional 
knowledge afforded them. This is the begin- 
ning of the new creation of God, and thus 
it is we come to he new creatures. And weare 
bold | to declare, there is no other way like this, 


by 
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by which people can come into Chriſt, or be 
true Chriſtians, or receive the advantage that 
comes by the death and ſufferings of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore we ſay, and upon 
good authority, even that of our own expe- 

rience, as well as that of the Scriptures of 
Truth, Chriſt will prove no ſaving ſacrifice 
for them, that refuſe to- obey him for their 
example. They that reject the gift, den 

the giver, inſtead of themſelves for the giver's 
ſake. O, that the people were wiſe, that they 
would conſider their latter end, and the things 
that make for the peace thereof. Why ſhould 
they periſh in a vain hope of life, while death 
reigns? Of living with God, who live not 
to him, nor walk with him? Awake, thou 
that ſleepeſt in thy fin, or at beſt in thy ſelf. 
righteouſneſs ; awake, I ſay, and Chriſt ſhall 


give thee life: for he is the Lord from hea- 


ven, the quickening ſpirit, that quickens us by 
his ſpirit, if we do not reſiſt it, and quench 


it by qur diſobedience, but receive, love, and 


ah it, in all the holy leadings and teachings 
of it. Rom. viii. 14, 15. To which holy ſpirit 
I commend my reader, that he may the better 
ſee where he is, and alſo come to the true be- 
lief and advantage of the doings and ſufferings 
of our dear and bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſaves from the power and pollution, 
as well as guilt, of fin, all thoſe that hear his 
knocks, and open the door of their hearts to 
him; that he may come in and work a real and 

_ thorough 
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thorough reformation in and for them: and 
ſo the benefit, virtue, and efficacy of his doings 
and ſufferings without us, will come to be 
livingly and effectually applied and felt, and 
fellowſhip with Chriſt in his death and ſiiffer- 
ings known, according to the doctrine of the 
apoltle ; which thoſe, who live in that which 
made him ſuffer, know not, though they pro- 
feſs to be ſaved by his death and ſufferings. 
Much more might be ſaid as to this matter, 
but I muſt be brief. 


F. 6. To conclude this chapter : we wonder 
not that we ſhould be miſtaken, miiconſtrued, 
and miſrepreſented, in what we believe and do 


to ſalvation, ſince our betters have been ſo 


treated in the primitive times, Nor, indeed, 
is it only about doctrines of religion; for our 
practice in worſhip and diſcipline has had 
the ſame ſucceſs, But this is what I earneſtly 
deſire, that however bold people are pleaſed ” 
make with us, they would not deceive them- 
ſelves in the great 95 — of their own ſalva- 
tion: that while they would ſeem to own all 
to Chriſt, they are not found diſowned of 
Chriſt, in the laſt day. Read the ſeventh chap- 
ter of Matthew : it is he that hears Chriſt, 
the great word of God, and does what he 
enjoins, what he comma and by his bleſſed 
example recommends, that is a wiſe builder, 
that has founded his houſe well, and built with 
good materials; and whoſe houſe will ſtand 
the 
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the laſt ſhock and judgment. For which 
cauſe we are often plain, cloſe, and earneſt 
with people to conſider, that Chriſt came not 
to ſave them in, but from, their ſins; and that 
they who think to diſcharge and releaſe them- 
ſelves of his yoke and burden, his croſs and 
example, and ſecure themſelves, and compli- 
ment Chriſt with his having done all for 
them (while he has wrought little or nothing 
in them, nor they parted with any thing for 
the love of him) will finally awake in a dread- 
ful ſurprize, at the ſound of the laſt trumpet, 
and at this ſad and irrevocable ſentence, depart 


from me, ye workers of iniquity, I know you not : 
which terrible end may all timely avoid, by 


hearkening to wiſdom's voice, and turning at 
her reproof, that ſhe may lead them in the 

ways of righteouſneſs, and in the midſt of 
the paths of judgment, that their ſouls may 
come to inherit ſubſtance ; even durable riches 
and righteouſneſs, in the kingdom of the 
Father, world without end. 


CHAP. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY REVIVED. 


ande. F. 2. Of the true Miniſtry, that it is 
by Inſpiration. F. 3. The Scripture plain in 
that Caſe. F. 4. Chrift's Miniſters, truc 
Witneſſes, they ſpeak what they know, not by 
Report. F. 5. Cbriſts Miniſters preach 
freely, it is one of their Marks. 


F. 1. A 5 the Lord wronght effeQually, by 


his divine grace, in the hearts of 
this people, fo he thereby brought them to 
a divine worſhip and miniſtry ; Chriſt's words 
they came to experience, viz. that God was 
a ſpirit, and that he would therefore be wor- 
ſhipped in the fpirit, and in the truth, and 
that ſuch worfhippers the Father would ſeek 


to worfhip him. For, bowing to the con- 


victions of the ſpirit in themſelves, in their 
daily courſe of living, by which they were 
taught to eſchew that which was made mani- 
feſt to them to be evil, and to do that which 
was good, they, in their affembling together, 
ſat down, and waited for the preparation of 
his holy Spirit, both to let them ſee their 
ſtates and conditions before the Lord, and to 
worſhip him acceptably ; and as they were 
ſenſible of wants, or fllortneſs, or infirmities, 
| | o 


F. 1. Of the true Worſhip of God, in what it | 
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ſo in the ſecret of their own hearts, prayer 
would ſpring to God, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
to help, aſſiſt, and ſupply : but they did not 
dare to awake their beloved before his time ; 
or approach the throne of the king of glory, 
till he held out his ſceptre; or take thought 
what they ſhould ſay, or after their own, or 
other men's ſtudied words and forms: for this 
were to offer ſtrange fire, to pray, but not 
by the ſpirit; to aſk, but not in the name, 
that is, in the power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who prayed, as well as ſpoke, like one having 
authority: that is, power, a divine energy 
and force to reach and pierce the heavens, 
which he gives to all that obey his light, 
grace, and ſpirit, in their ſolemn waitings 
upon him. So that it is this people's principle, 
that fire muſt come from heaven, life and 


power from God, to, enable the ſoul to pour 


out itſelf acceptably before him. And when 
a coal from his holy altar touches our lips, 
then can we pray and praiſe him as we ought 
to do. And as this is our principle, and that 
according, to ſcripture, ſo it is, bleſſed be God, 
our experience and pradice: and therefore it 
is, we are ſeparated from the worſhips of men, 
under their ſeveral forms, becaule they do not 
found it in the operation, motion, and aſſiſt- 
ance, of the Spirit of Chriſt, but the appoint- 
ment, invention, and framing of man, both 
as to matter, words, and time. We do not 
diſſent in our own wills, and we dare not 

comply 
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comply againſt his that has called us, and 
brought us to his own ſpiritual worſhip ; in 
obedience to whom, we are what we are, in 
our ſeparation from the divers ways of worſhip 
in the world. 


& 2. And as our worſhip ſtands in the 
operation of the ſpirit and truth in our inward 


parts, as before expreſſed, ſo does our mini- 


ſtry. For as the holy teſtimonies of the ſer- 
vants of God of old, were from the operation 
of his bleſſed Spirit, ſo muſt thoſe of his ſer- 
vants be in every age; and that which has 
not the ſpirit of Chriſt for its ſpring and ſource, 
is of man, and not of Chriſt. Chriſtian mini- 


ſters are to miniſter what they receive: this 


is ſcripture ; now that which ' we receive, is 
not our own, leſs another man's, but the 
Lord's: ſo that we are not only not to ſteal 
from our neighbours, but we are not to ſtudy 
nor ſpeak our own words. If we are not to 
ſtudy what we are to ſay before magiſtrates 
for ourſelves, leſs are we to ſtudy what we are 
to ſay for and from God to the people. We 
are to miniſter, as the oracles of God ; if ſo, 
then muſt we receive from Chriſt, God's great 
oracle, what we are to miniſter. And if we 
are to miniſter what we receive, then not 


what we ſtudy, collect, and beat out of our 


own brains: for that is not the mind of Chriſt, 

but our imaginations, and this will not profit 

the people. 
| 9.3. 
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F. 3. This was recommended to tlie Corin- 
thians by the apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. xiv. that 
they ſhould, ſpeak as they were moved, or a: 
any thing was revealed to them by the, Spirit, 
be the edification of the church for, ſays 
he, ye may all propheſy ; that is, ye may all 
preach to editication, as any thing is revealed 
to you for the good of others, and as the Spirit 
giveth utterance. And if the Spirit muſt give 
Chriſt's miniſters their utterance, then thoſe 
that are his, are careful not to utter any thing 
in his name to the people, without his ſpirit; 

and by good conſequence, they that go be- 
fore the true guide, and utter words without 
the knowledge of the mind of the Spirit, are 
none of Chriſt's miniſters: ſuch certainly 
run, and God has not ſent them, and they 


cannot profit the People: and indeed how 


ſhould they, when it is impoſſible that mere 
man, with all his parts, arts, and acquirements, 
can turn people from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power af Satan to God, which is che 
very end and work of the goſpel-miniſtry. 
It muſt be inſpired men, men gifted by God, 

taught and influenced by his heavenly Spirit, 
that can be qualiſied for ſo great = nam, 
and ſo ſpiritual a work. | 


[ Miaiſters of Chriſt are e:his witneſſes; 
and the eredit of a wWitneſs is, that he has 
heard, ſeen, or handled: and tlius the beloved 
diſciple ſtates the truth and authority of their 
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miſſion and miniſtry ; 1 John i; 1, 3. That 
which wwe have beard, which we have ſeen qwith 
ur eyes, which wwe have looked upon, and our 
= hands haue handled, that declare wwe unto you, 
bat your falloauſbip may be with us, and truly 


—” WY ä F 5 


his Son Feſus Chriſt. I ſay, if Chriſt's mini- 


= they ſpeak ; that is, they muſt have experi- 
enced, and paſſed through thoſe ſtates and con- 
WT ditions they preach of, and practieally know 
W thoſe truths they declare of to the people, or 
 WEthey come not in by the daor, but over the 
„wall, and are thieves and rohbers. He that 
has the key of David, comes in at the door, 
N Chriſt Jeſus, and has his admiſſion and appro- 
bation from him, anoiated by him, the alone 
Whigh-prieft of the goſpel diſpenſation, He 
Wit is that hreathes, and lays his hands upon 
his own miniſters ; he anoints them, and re- 
: cruits their cruſe, and renews their horn with 

oil, that they may have it frefh and freſh, for 

every occaſion and ſervice he calls them to, 
and engages them in. 


. 5. Nor is this all; but as they receive 


for hire, divine for money, nor preach for 
W giits or rewards, It was Chriſt's holy com- 
mand to his miniſters, to give freely, and it 
is our practice. And truly, we cannot but 
Jadmire that this ſhould be made a fault, and 
E that 


ar fellauſbip 15 wid the Father, and with 
gers are his witnefles, they muſt know what 


N freely, freely they give; they do not teach 
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that preaching for hire ſhouid not be ſeen to 


be one ; yea, a mark of falſe prophets ; when 


it has been ſo frequently and ſeverely cried 


out upon, by the true prophets of God in 


former times. I would not be uncharitable, 
but the guilty are deſired to call to mind, who 
it was that offered money to be made a mini. 
ſter, and what it was for: if not to get money, 


and make a trade or hvelihood by it: and 
what anſwer he met with from the apoſtle 


Peter, Acts viii. 18, 19, 20. The Lord touch 
the hearts of thoſe that are giving money to 
be made miniſters, in order to live by their 


preaching, that they may ſee what ground it 
is they build upon, and repent, and turn to 


the Lord, that they may find mercy, and be- 


come living witneſſes of his power and good- 


neſs in their own ſouls ; ſo may they be en- 


abled to tell others what God has done for 
them, which is the root and ground of the 


true miniſtry; and this miniſtry it is that 
God does bleſs. 1 could ſay much on this 


ſubject, but let what has been ſaid ſuffice at 


this time; only I cannot but obſerve, that where 


any religion has a ſtrong temptation of gain 
to induce men to be miniſters, there is great 


danger of their running faſter to that calling, 
than becomes a true goſpel munilter, 


Object. But does not hls ſort of miniſtry, 
and worſhip, tend to make people careleſs, and 
| | Po 9 to 
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toraiſe ſpiritual pride in others? May it not give 
an occaſion to great miſchief and irreligion ? 

Anſw. By no means; for when people 
are of age, they, of right, expect their inheri- 
tances; and the end of all words, is to bring 
people to the great word, and then the pro- 
miſe of God is aecompliſhed, They hall be all in. nu. 13. 
taught of me, from the leaſt to the greateſt, and“ 
in righteouſneſs [pray mark that] they ſhall be 
eflablifhed, and great ſhall be their peace. To 
this of the evangelical prophet, the beloved 
diſciple agrees, and gives a full anſwer to the 
objection : Theſe things have I written unto : John ii, 
you, concerning them that ſeduce you : but tbe 
anointing, which ye have received of him, 
abideth in you, and ye need not that any man 
teach you, but as the ſame anointing teacheth 
you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie: 
and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide 
in him. In which, three things are obſerye- 
able ; firſt, That he writ his epiſtle upon an 
extraordinary occaſion, viz. to prevent their 
deluſion. Secondly, That he aſſerts a nearer 
and ſuperior miniſter than himſelf, viz. The 
anointing or grace they had received; and 
that not only in that particular exigency, but 
in all caſes that might attend them. Thirdly, 
That if they gid but take heed to the teach- 
ings of it, they would have no need of man's 
„directions, or fear of his ſeducings; at leaſt, 
do no miniſtry that comes not from the power 
of the anointing :' though I rather take the 

7 E 2 apoſtle 
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apoſtle in the higheſt ſenſe of the words, 
Thus alſo the apoſtle Paul to the Theſſaloni- 
ans: But as touching brotherly-love, ye need not 
that I write unto you; for ye yourſelves are 
taught of God to love one another. But helps 
are uſeful, and a great bleſſing, if from God, 
ſuch was 7 the Baptiſt's; 1 2 remember, 
he pointed all to Chriſt, John 1. 29. Be- 
hold the Lamb of God! 1 baptize you. with 
water, but he ſhall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with fire, Mat. iii, 11, And 0 
the true miniſtry does. And while people 
are ſenſual, and under ſuch an eclipſe, hy the 
interpoſition of ſin and Satan, God is pleaſed 
to ſend forth his enlightening ſervants to 


awaken and turn them from the darkneſs to the 


light in themſelves, that, through obedience ta 
it, they may come to be children of the light, 
John xii. 30. and have their fellowſhip one 
with another in-it, and an inheritance, at laſt, 
with the ſaints in light for ever. 

And as it is the way God has taken to call 
and gather people, ſo a living and holy mi- 
niſtry is of great advantage to watch over, 
and build up the young, and comfort and 
eſtabliſh, the feeble and ſimple ones. But Riill 
] ſay, the more inward, the leſs outward : the 
more people come to be taught immediately of 
God, by the light of his word and ſpirit in 
their ee the leſs need of outward means; 
read Iſaiah ir. 19, 20. which is held by all to 
be a goſpel promiſe; and the ſun 1 moon 

there, 
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there, are generally underſtood to mean the 
external means in the church. Compare them 
with John i. 13. Rom. i. 19. 1 Cor. it. 11, 
15. 1 Theſſ. iv. 9. 1 John ii. 20, 27. Rev. 
xxi. 22, 23, 24. All which places prove what 
we aſſert of the ſufficiency and glorious privi- 
lege of inward and ſpiritual teachings. And 
moſt certainly, as men grow in grace, and 
know the anointing of the word in themſelves, 
the diſpenſation will be leſs in words (though 
in words) and more in life; and preaching 
will, in great meaſure, be turned into praiſing ; 
and the worſhip of God, more into walking 
with, than talking of God : for that is wor- 
ſhip indeed, that bows to his will at all times, 
and in all places: the trueſt, the higheſt wor- 
ſhip man is capable of in this world. And it 
is that conformity that gives communion; and 
there 18 no fellowſhip with God, no light of 
his countenance to be enjoyed, no peace and 
allurance to be had, farther than their obedi- 
ence to his will, and faithfulneſs to his word, 
according to the manifeſtation of the light 
thereof in the heart. | 

I fay, this is the trueſt and higheſt ſtate of 
worſhip ; for, ſet days and places, with all 
the ſolemnity of them, were moſt in requeſt. 
in the weakeſt diſpenſation : altars, ark, and 
temples, ſabbaths and feſtivals, &c. are not 
to be found in the writings of the New Teſ- 


tament : there, every day is alike, and every Rom. 


place is alike ; but if there were a dedication, 
E 3 let 
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—_ 16. let it be to the Lord. Thus the apoſtle; but 
cn 21. he plainly ſhews a ſtate beyond it, for to live 


Gal. ii. 


which is the true Chriſtian life, the ſuper- 


God, and miniſtry of his ſervants have ever 
tended, as the conſummatien of God's work 
for man's happineſs, Here every man is a 
temple, and every family a church, and every 


meeting. And yet a little while, and it ſhall 


bath or degree of reſt. 


themſelves. But yet ſhew we unto thee, O 
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(with him) was Chriſt, and to die Was gain ; 
for the life he lived, was by the faith of the 
Son of God, and therefore 5 was not he that 
lived, but Chriſt that lived in him; that is, 
that ruled, conducted, and bore ſway in him; 


ſenſual life; the life of converſion and re- 
generation; to which all the diſpenſations of 


place is a meeting-place, and every viſit a 


be ſo yet more and more; and a people the 
Lord 1s now preparing to enter into this Sab- 


Not that we would be thought to under: 
value publick and ſolemn meetings: we have 
them all over the nation, where the Lord has 
called us. Yea, though but two or three of 
us be in a corner of a country, we meet, as 
the apoſtle exhorted the ſaints of his time, 
and reproved ſuch as neglected to aſſemble 


reader, a more excellent way of worſhip : for 
many may come to. thoſe meetings, and go 
away carnal, dead, and dry; but the wor- 
ſhippers. in lpirit and in truth, whoſe hearts 
bow, whoſe minds adore the eternal God, that 

Is 
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is a Spirit, in and by his Spirit, ſuch as con- 

form to his will, and walk with him in a 
ſpiritual life, they are the true, conſtant, 
living, and acceptable worſhippers, whether 
it be in meetings or out of meetings; and as 
with ſuch, all outward aſſemblies are greatly 
comfortable, ſo alſo do we meet for a publick 
teſtimony of religion and worſhip, and for 
the edification and encouragement of thoſe 
that are yet young in the truth, and to call 
and gather others to the knowledge of it, who 
are yet going aſtray: and, bleſſed be God, it is 
not in vain, ſince many are thereby added to 
the church, that we hope, and believe, ſhall be 
ſaved. 


„ 
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g. t. Hgainft Tirhes, F. 2. Againf alt Stocar- 
ing. F. 4. Hain War amg Chriſtians. 
8. 4. Again the Salitations I the Times, 
& 5. ind fox plainneſe of Speech. F. b. 
Againff mined Marriages, F. 7. And for 

Pee in Apparel, c. No Spe 


ris and 
Paſtimes, after the Manner of this World. 


S. 8. O/olferving Days. g. 9. Of Care of 
Poor, Peace, and Con ver ſation. 


5. Is ND as God has been pleaſed to 

| call us from an human miniſtry, 
ſo we cannot, for conſcience- ſake, ſupport and 
maintain it; and upon that ſcore, and not out 
of humour or covetouſneſs, we refuſe to pay 
tithes, or ſuch-like pretended dues, concern- 
ing which, many books have been writ in our 
dekence. We cannot ſupport what we cannot 
approve, but have a teſtimony againſt; for 
thereby we ſhould be found inconſiſtent with 
ourſelves. 


§. 2. We dare not ſwear, becauſe Chriſt 
forbids it, Mat. v. 34, 37. and James, his true 
follower. It is needleſs, as well as evil; for 
the reaſon of ſwearing being untruth, that 
men's yea was not yea, ſwearing was uſed to 
awe 
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4we men to truth-ſpeaking, and to give others 
ſatisfaction, that what was ſworn, was true. 
But the true Chriſtians yea, being yea, the 
end of an oath is an{wered, and therefore the 
uſe of it is needleſs, ſuperfluous, and cometh 
of evil. The apoſtle James taught the ſame 
doctrine, and the primitive Chriſtians prac- 


tiſed it, as may be ſeen in the book of Mar- 


tyrs; as alſo the earlieſt and belt of the re- 
formers. 


3. We alſo believe, that war ought to 
ceaſe, among the followers of the Lamb, Chriſt 
Jeſus, who taught his diſciples to forgive and 
love their enemies, and not to war againſt them, 
and kill them; and that therefore the wea- 
pons of his true followers are not carnal but 
ſpiritual; yea mighty, through God, to cut 
down fin and wickednefs, and dethrone him 
that is the author thereof. And as this is the 
_ moſt Chriſtian, fo the moſt rational way: love 
and perſuaſion having more force than wea- 
pons of war. Nor would the worſt of men 
eaſily be brought to hurt thoſe that they really 
think love them. It is that love and patience 
which truſt, in the end, have the victory. 


8. 4. We dare not give worldly honour, 
or we the frequent and modiſh Talutations of 
the times, ſeeing plainly, that vanity, pride, 
and oſtentation, belong to them. Chriſt alſo 
forbud them in his day, and made the love of 


them 
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them a mark of declenſion from the fimplicity 
of purer times; and -his diſciples, and their 
followers, were obſerved to have obeyed their 
Maſter's precept. It is not to diſtinguiſh our- 
ſelves a party, or out of pride, ill- breeding, 
or humour, but in obedience to the ſight and 
ſenſe we have received from the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, of the evil riſe and tendency thereof. 


F. 5. For the ſame reaſon we have returned 
to the firſt plainneſs of ſpeech, viz. Thou and 
Thee, to a ſingle perſon; which though men 
give no other to God, they will hardly endure 
it from us. It has been a great teſt upon 
pride, and ſhewn the blind and weak inſides 
of many. This alſo is out of pure conſcience, 
whatever people may think or ſay of us for it. 
We may be deſpiſed, and have been ſo often, 
yea, very evilly entreated; but we are now 
better known, and people better informed. 
In ſhort, it is alſo both ſcripture and gram- 
mar, and we have propriety of ſpeech for it, 
as well as peace in it. RENO 


F. 6. We cannot allow of mixed marriages, 
that is, to join with ſuch as are not of our 
Society; but oppoſe and diſown them, if at 
any time any of our profeſſion ſo groſsly err 
from the rule of their communion; yèt re- 
ſtore them upon ſincere repentance, but not 
disjoin them. The book I writ of the Riſe 
wy | | | | 3 and 
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and 1 of the people called Quakers, is 


more Fu and expreſs herein, 


4 7. phlanets | in apparel and furniture, is 
another teſtimony peculiar to us, in the de- 


gree we have borne it to the world: as alſo, 


few words, and being at a word. Likewiſe 
temperance in food, and abſtinence from the 
recreations and paſtimes of the world: all 
which we have been taught, by the Spirit of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be according to 
godlineſs; and therefore we have long ex- 
horted all, that their moderation may be 
known. unto all men, for that the Lord was 
at hand, to enter into judgment with us for 
every intemperance or exceſs; and herein we 
hope we have been no ill example, or ſcan- 


dal unto any that have a due conſideration of 
hangs, 


8 8. We cannot, in conſcience to God, 
obſerve holy days (ſo called), the publick faſts 
and feaſts, becauſe of their human inſtitution 
and ordination, and that. they have not a 
divine warrant, but are appointed in the will 
of man. 


» 


| 8. 9. Laſtly, We 1 been led by this 


good Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of which 
I have treated in this diſcourſe, according to 
primitive practice, to have a due care over 
one another, for the preſervation of the whole 

Society, 
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Society, in a converſation more ſuitable to 
their holy profeſſion. - 

Firſt, In reſpect to a ſtrict walking, both 
towards thoſe that are without, and thoſe that 


are within; that their colverfation in the 


world, and walking in and towards the 
church, may be blameleſs; that as they may 
be ſtrict in the one, ſo they may be faithful in 
the other. 

Secondly, That collections be made to ſup- 
ply the wants of the poer, and that care be 
taken of widows and orphans, and ſuch as are 
helpleſs, as well in counſel, as about ſubſtance. 

Thirdly, That all ſuch as are intended to 
marry, if they have parents, or are under the 
direction of guardians or truſtees, are obliged, 
firſt, to declare to them their intention, and 
have their conſent, before they propoſe 3 it to 
one another, and the meeting they relate to: 
who are allo careful to examine their clear- 
neſs, and being ſatisfied with it, they are by 
them allowed to ſolemnize their marriage in 
a publick ſele& meeting, for that purpoſe 
appointed, and not otherwiſe : whereby all 
clandeſtine and indire& marriages are pre- 
vented among us. 

Fourthly, And to the end that this good 


order may be obſerved, for the comfort and 


edification of the Society, in the ways of truth 
and ſoberneſs, ſele& meetings, of care and 
buſineſs, are fixed in all parts where we in- 
habit: which are held monthly, and which 


reſolve 
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reſolve into quarterly-meetings, and thoſe into 
one yearly-meeting, for our better communi- 
cation one with another, in thoſe things that 
maintain piety and charity ; that God, who 
by his grace has called us to be a people to 
his praiſe, may have it from us, through his 
beloved Son, and our ever-bleſſed and only 
Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, for he is worthy, 
now, and ever: Amen. 

Thus, reader, thou haſt the character of 
the people called Quakers, in their doctrine, 
worſhip, miniſtry, practice, and diſcipline: 
compare it with ſcripture, and primitive ex- 
ample, and we hope thou wilt find, that this 
ſhort diſcourſe hath, in good meaſure, an- 
ſwered the title of it, viz. Primitive Chriſ- 
tianity revived, in the Principles and Practice 
of the People called Quakers, 


FINIS. 
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